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Wednesday, February 14, 2024 
(Statewide Session) 

 
Indicates Matter Stricken 
Indicates New Matter 
 
 The Senate assembled at 1:00 P.M., the hour to which it stood 
adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT. 
 A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion 
by the Chaplain as follows: 
 
Psalm 52:1-2 
 Hear the Psalmist as he writes: “Have mercy on me, O God, according 
to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.” 
 Let us pray:  Holy God, here on this Ash Wednesday how right it is 
for us to take a few moments and to think about how we live out our 
days, about how we doubtless disappoint You often through what we do 
and say, and perhaps even moreso about what we frequently fail to do 
and say.  And so today, O Lord, here in the Senate of South Carolina we 
pointedly acknowledge our personal and our collective sinfulness.  We 
pray that You will indeed embrace us afresh in Your love, forgiving us 
for our many failures to live and serve as the women and men You would 
have us be.  Rather, give all of us in this Senate fresh opportunities to 
serve others more lovingly and faithfully than ever before.  And may the 
glory be Yours.  So we pray in Your blessed name, dear Lord.  Amen. 
 
 The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of 
Grand Juries and such like papers. 
 

Call of the Senate 
 Senator SETZLER moved that a Call of the Senate be made.  The 
following Senators answered the Call: 
 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Fanning Garrett 
Goldfinch Grooms Gustafson 
Harpootlian Hembree Hutto 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Malloy Martin Massey 
McElveen Peeler Reichenbach 
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Rice Senn Setzler 
Shealy Stephens Talley 
Turner Verdin Williams 
Young 
 
 A quorum being present, the Senate resumed. 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 
The following appointment was transmitted by the Honorable Henry 

Dargan McMaster: 
 

Local Appointment 
Initial Appointment, Spartanburg County Magistrate, with the term to 

commence April 30, 2023, and to expire April 30, 2027 
Shelia Davis, 109 Williston Way, Moore, SC 29369-9374 VICE 

Jackie Moss 
 

Doctor of the Day 
 Senator MARTIN introduced Dr. Fritz Butehorn of Spartanburg, S.C., 
Doctor of the Day. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator FANNING, at 1:40 P.M., Senator MATTHEWS 
was granted a leave of absence for the day. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator FANNING, at 1:40 P.M., Senator McLEOD 
was granted a leave of absence until 2:00 P.M. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator SHEALY at 3:56 P.M., Senator MARTIN was 
granted a leave of absence for the balance of the day. 
 

Leave of Absence 
 On motion of Senator K. JOHNSON, at 3:56 P.M., Senator 
McELVEEN was granted a leave of absence for the day. 
 

CO-SPONSORS ADDED 
 The following co-sponsors were added to the respective Bills: 
S. 481  Sen. Climer 
S. 862  Sen. Gustafson 
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S. 994  Sen. Senn 
S. 1048 Sen. Adams 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 The following were introduced:  
 
 S. 1043 -- Senator Alexander:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO 
CONGRATULATE THE WEST-OAK HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING 
TEAM, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS ON AN 
OUTSTANDING SEASON AND TO HONOR THEM FOR WINNING 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CLASS 3A WRESTLING STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 
sr-0587km-vc24.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was adopted. 
 
 S. 1044 -- Senator Young:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO 
CONGRATULATE DAVID JAMESON UPON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT, TO COMMEND HIM FOR HIS FIFTY YEARS 
OF DEDICATED WORK, INCLUDING HIS EIGHTEEN YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE GREATER AIKEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
AND TO WISH HIM MUCH HAPPINESS AND FULFILLMENT IN 
THE YEARS AHEAD. 
sr-0569km-hw24.docx 
 The Senate Resolution was adopted. 
 
 S. 1045 -- Senator Cromer:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 7-13-1625 SO 
AS TO PROVIDE THAT ANY VOTING SYSTEM PURCHASED 
FOR USE IN SOUTH CAROLINA MUST UTILIZE HAND-
MARKED PAPER BALLOTS THAT ARE COUNTED BY HAND. 
lc-0360ph24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 1046 -- Senators Hembree, Climer, M. Johnson, Peeler, Corbin, 
Cromer, Shealy, Grooms, Bennett, Gambrell, Loftis, Rice, Gustafson, 
Martin, Verdin, Turner, Kimbrell, Reichenbach, Cash, Harpootlian, 
McLeod and Fanning:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 2-19-10, RELATING 
TO JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION, 
APPOINTMENT,  QUALIFICATIONS, AND TERMS, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF JUDICIAL MERIT 
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SELECTION COMMISSION MEMBERS, INITIAL TERMS, AND 
SUBSEQUENT TERMS, TO AMEND THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
COMMISSION, TO PROVIDE THAT, EXCEPT THOSE FIRST 
APPOINTED, THE MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE SENATE 
PRESIDENT, THE SENATE JUDICIARY CHAIRMAN, THE 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, AND THE HOUSE JUDICIARY 
CHAIRMAN SHALL SERVE AN INITIAL TERM OF TWO YEARS, 
AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO NOMINEE MAY BE A FAMILY 
MEMBER OF A CURRENT MEMBER OF THE JUDICIAL MERIT 
SELECTION COMMISSION; BY ADDING SECTION 2-19-15 SO AS 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF AN EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 2-19-20, RELATING TO INVESTIGATION BY 
COMMISSION AND PUBLICATION OF VACANCIES, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THE CRITERIA FOR THE QUALIFICATION OF 
JUDICIAL CANDIDATES; BY AMENDING SECTION 2-19-30, 
RELATING TO HEARINGS AND EXECUTIVE SESSION, SO AS 
TO REQUIRE ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS BE LIVE STREAMED; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 2-19-70, RELATING TO THE 
PROHIBITION AGAINST DUAL OFFICES, PRIVILEGES OF THE 
FLOOR, AND PLEDGES, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN 
FLOOR PRIVILEGES AND PROHIBITIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
AND ESTABLISHING SET TIMES FOR THE RELEASE OF 
REPORTS AND THE SEEKING OF PLEDGES AND TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE FORMAL RELEASE OF THE REPORT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS SHALL OCCUR NO EARLIER THAN TWELVE 
DAYS AFTER NOMINEES HAVE BEEN RELEASED TO 
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 2-19-80, RELATING TO NOMINATION OF QUALIFIED 
CANDIDATES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THAT ALL QUALIFIED CANDIDATES SHALL BE 
RELEASED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 2-19-90, RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JOINT SESSION, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
THAT A CANDIDATE MUST RECEIVE A MAJORITY VOTE OF 
EACH HOUSE; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 22-1-10, 
RELATING TO APPOINTMENT, TERMS AND TERRITORIAL 
JURISDICTION, TRAINING, AND CERTIFICATION OR 
RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE GOVERNOR SHALL RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
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FROM THE FULL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION OF THE 
COUNTY THE MAGISTRATE WILL SERVE. 
sedu-0063db24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 1047 -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-53-610, 
RELATING TO DENMARK TECHNICAL COLLEGE AREA 
COMMISSION MEMBERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE 
MANNER BY WHICH COMMISSIONERS ARE APPOINTED 
SHALL BE BY APPOINTMENT OF THE GOVERNOR UPON THE 
RECOMMENDATION OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING ALLENDALE, 
BAMBERG, AND BARNWELL COUNTIES. 
smin-0108aa24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education. 
 
 S. 1048 -- Senators M. Johnson, Young, Malloy, Setzler, Rankin, 
Talley, Hembree, Gustafson, Davis and Adams:  A BILL TO AMEND 
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 
15-3-710 SO AS TO PROVIDE THE BASIS FOR LIABILITY FOR A 
PERSON OR ESTABLISHMENT WHO ILLEGALLY FURNISHES 
ALCOHOL TO AN INDIVIDUAL WHO INJURES A THIRD PARTY 
BASED UPON WHAT THE FURNISHER KNEW OR SHOULD 
HAVE KNOWN UNDER THE CIRUCUMSTANCES; TO SPECIFY 
WHEN THE RIGHT OF ACTION IS NOT AVAILABLE; AND TO 
PROVIDE THE EVIDENTIARY STANDARD FOR THE VISIBLE 
INTOXICATION. 
sr-0118jg24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
 
 S. 1049 -- Senator Climer:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 40-2-20, 
RELATING TO DEFINITIONS CONCERNING THE REGULATION 
OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS AND PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS, SO AS TO REVISE VARIOUS DEFINITIONS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 40-2-30, RELATING TO SERVICES THAT 
MAY BE PROVIDED BY ACCOUNTING FIRMS USING CERTAIN 
TITLES, SO AS TO INCLUDE THE PROVISION OF 
COMPILATION SERVICES; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-2-35, 
RELATING TO EDUCATION AND TESTING REQUIREMENTS 
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FOR CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS, SO AS TO REVISE 
THE REQUIREMENTS; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-2-40, 
RELATING TO REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRMS 
PROVIDING CERTAIN SERVICES REGULATED BY THE BOARD 
OF ACCOUNTANCY, SO AS TO INCLUDE FIRMS PROVIDING 
COMPILATION SERVICES, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 40-2-80, RELATING TO COMPLAINT 
INVESTIGATIONS BY THE BOARD, SO AS TO REMOVE THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT INSPECTOR-INVESTIGATORS MUST BE 
LICENSED CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS IN THIS STATE; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 40-2-240, RELATING TO LICENSING 
OF ACCOUNTANTS LICENSED IN ANOTHER STATE, SO AS TO 
REVISE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS; AND BY AMENDING 
SECTION 40-2-245, RELATING TO ADDITIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS OF ACCOUNTANTS LICENSED IN ANOTHER 
STATE, SO AS TO REVISE THE REQUIREMENTS. 
lc-0621wab24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Labor, Commerce 
and Industry. 
 
 S. 1050 -- Senators Garrett, M. Johnson, Harpootlian, Senn, Malloy, 
Hutto, Kimbrell and McElveen:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 38-1-20, 
RELATING TO DEFINITIONS, SO AS TO EXCLUDE LIQUOR 
LIABILITY POLICIES OR GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE 
POLICIES WITH A LIQUOR LIABILITY ENDORSEMENT FROM 
THE DEFINITION OF EXEMPT COMMERCIAL POLICIES. 
sr-0122jg24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and 
Insurance. 
 
 S. 1051 -- Senators Kimbrell and Talley:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
50-25-1330, RELATING TO WATERCRAFT RESTRICTIONS ON 
LAKE H. TAYLOR BLALOCK, SO AS TO EXTEND THE HUNTING 
OF WATERFOWL FOR FIVE YEARS. 
sr-0126jg24.docx 
 Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Fish, Game and 
Forestry. 
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 S. 1052 --  Fish, Game and Forestry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, RELATING TO 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA REGULATIONS, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5251, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
lc-0614wab-dbs24.docx 
 Read the first time and ordered placed on the Calendar without 
reference. 
 
 S. 1053 --  Fish, Game and Forestry Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR FORESTERS, 
RELATING TO QUORUM, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5187, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
lc-0611wab-dbs24.docx 
 Read the first time and ordered placed on the Calendar without 
reference. 
 
 S. 1054 --  Family and Veterans' Services Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, RELATING TO 
RESIDENTIAL GROUP CARE FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN, 
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5231, 
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, 
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
lc-0625wab-rt24.docx 
 Read the first time and ordered placed on the Calendar without 
reference. 
 
 S. 1055 --  Family and Veterans' Services Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION - 
STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS, RELATING TO 
STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS, DESIGNATED 
AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5252, PURSUANT TO 
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THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
lc-0626wab-dbs24.docx 
 Read the first time and ordered placed on the Calendar without 
reference. 
 
 S. 1056 -- Senator Devine:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
COMMEND THE RICHLAND COUNTY ALUMNAE CHAPTER OF 
DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INCORPORATED, FOR 
THIRTY YEARS OF OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY, TO WISH ITS MEMBERS MANY YEARS OF 
CONTINUED GROWTH AND DEDICATION, AND TO 
DESIGNATE APRIL 27, 2024, AS RICHLAND COUNTY 
ALUMNAE CHAPTER, DELTA SIGMA THETA INCORPORATED 
DAY IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 
lc-0518cm-gt24.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House. 
 
 S. 1057 -- Senator Allen:  A SENATE RESOLUTION TO HONOR 
DR. TONY BOYCE, PASTOR OF MT. EMMANUEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH IN GREENVILLE, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF GOSPEL MINISTRY AT MT. 
EMMANUEL AND TO WISH HIM GOD'S RICHEST BLESSINGS 
AS HE CONTINUES TO SERVE THE LORD. 
lc-0403vr-rm24.docx 
 
 H. 5093 -- Reps. Herbkersman, Alexander, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bailey, Ballentine, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein, 
Blackwell, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Calhoon, Carter, 
Caskey, Chapman, Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, 
B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox, Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, 
Erickson, Felder, Forrest, Gagnon, Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, 
Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager, Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, 
Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, 
Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J. E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, W. 
Jones, Jordan, Kilmartin, King, Kirby, Landing, Lawson, Leber, Ligon, 
Long, Lowe, Magnuson, May, McCabe, McCravy, McDaniel, 
McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T. A. Morgan, 
Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt, O'Neal, Oremus, 
Ott, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins, Rose, Rutherford, 
Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M. Smith, Stavrinakis, 
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Taylor, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, Weeks, West, Wetmore, 
Wheeler, White, Whitmire, Williams, Willis, Wooten and Yow:  A 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO 
PROFESSIONALS WHO ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF THOSE 
SUFFERING FROM MENTAL ILLNESS, AS WELL AS TO THE 
VOLUNTEERS WHO ASSIST THEM, AND TO DECLARE 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2024, AS "MENTAL HEALTH 
ADVOCACY DAY" IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 
lc-0376dg-rm24.docx 
 The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the 
House. 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 Senator HEMBREE from the Committee on Education submitted a 
favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 418 -- Senators Hembree, Turner, Gustafson and Loftis:  A BILL 
TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 59‑155‑180, RELATING TO PRE‑SERVICE 
AND IN‑SERVICE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMS, SO AS 
TO UPDATE THE ENDORSEMENT REQUIREMENTS OF READ 
TO SUCCEED. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 

 
 Senator HEMBREE from the Committee on Education submitted a 
favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 538 -- Senators Kimbrell, M. Johnson, Adams, Reichenbach, Rice, 
Verdin and Grooms:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 59‑101‑15 SO AS TO 
LIMIT TENURE AND TO PROVIDE THAT INSTITUTIONS OF 
HIGHER LEARNING MUST CREATE A TENURE REVIEW 
PROCESS. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 

 
 Senator DAVIS from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and 
Industry submitted a favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 846 -- Senator Rankin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 33‑31‑401, 
RELATING TO CORPORATE NAME, SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE 
USE OF CERTAIN INDIAN DESCRIPTIONS AS PART OF A 
NONPROFIT CORPORATION’S CORPORATE NAME UNLESS 
THE ENTITY IS A FEDERALLY ACKNOWLEDGED TRIBE OR A 
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STATE DESIGNATED TRIBE, GROUP, OR SPECIAL INTEREST 
ORGANIZATION. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 
 Senator SHEALY from the Committee on Family and Veterans' 
Services submitted a favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 862 -- Senators Shealy and Gustafson:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
63‑13‑30, RELATING TO CAREGIVER REQUIREMENTS, SO AS 
TO PROVIDE FOR EDUCATIONAL AND PRE‑SERVICE 
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 
 Senator DAVIS from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and 
Industry submitted a favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 910 -- Senators Davis, Shealy, Gambrell, Hutto, K. Johnson, Allen 
and Devine:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 
OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 39‑5‑30 SO AS TO PROHIBIT 
AND DEFINE CERTAIN PREDATORY LOAN PRACTICES AS 
UNLAWFUL, TO PROVIDE THAT BANKS AND CREDIT UNIONS 
ARE EXEMPT, TO PROVIDE THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
SHALL ENFORCE VIOLATIONS OF THIS CODE SECTION, AND 
TO PROVIDE THAT INDIVIDUALS AGGRIEVED BY ACTIONS 
PROHIBITED BY THIS CODE SECTION MAY PURSUE ALL 
REMEDIES AVAILABLE UNDER THE LAWS OF THIS STATE. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 
 Senator SHEALY from the Committee on Family and Veterans' 
Services submitted a favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 946 -- Senator Shealy:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
63‑13‑1210, RELATING TO THE STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON THE REGULATION OF CHILDCARE FACILITIES, SO AS TO 
CHANGE THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MEMBERS; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 63‑13‑1220, RELATING TO COMMITTEE 
DUTIES, SO AS TO CHANGE THE QUORUM OF MEMBERS 
REQUIRED TO VOTE FROM EIGHT TO SIX. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
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 Senator HEMBREE from the Committee on Education submitted a 
favorable with amendment report on: 
 S. 974 -- Senator Bennett:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTIONS 
59‑104‑20, 59‑149‑10, AND 59‑150‑370, ALL RELATING TO THE 
DEFINITION OF “PUBLIC OR INDEPENDENT INSTITUTION” 
FOR PURPOSES OF THE PALMETTO FELLOWS 
SCHOLARSHIPS, THE LEGISLATIVE INCENTIVES FOR FUTURE 
EXCELLENCE (LIFE) SCHOLARSHIPS, AND THE SC HOPE 
SCHOLARSHIPS, RESPECTIVELY, SO AS TO ADD AN 
INSTITUTION ACCREDITED BY THE ACCREDITING 
COMMISSION OF CAREER SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES TO THE 
DEFINITION. 
 Ordered for consideration tomorrow. 
 

Message from the House 
Columbia, S.C., February 14, 2024 
 
Mr. President and Senators: 
 The House respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has 
returned the following Bill to the Senate with amendments: 
 H. 3594 -- Reps. B.J. Cox, G.M. Smith, Lowe, Wooten, Hiott, Bailey, 
Beach, Burns, Caskey, Crawford, Cromer, Elliott, Forrest, Haddon, 
Hardee, Hixon, Hyde, Jordan, Ligon, Long, Magnuson, May, McCabe, 
McCravy, A.M. Morgan, T.A. Morgan, T. Moore, B. Newton, Nutt, 
Oremus, M.M. Smith, S. Jones, Taylor, Thayer, Trantham, Willis, Yow, 
West, Lawson, Chapman, Chumley, Leber, Mitchell, Pace, Harris, 
O'Neal, Kilmartin, Murphy, Brewer, Robbins, Hager, Sandifer, Connell, 
Gilliam, Davis, B.L. Cox, Vaughan, White, Collins, J.E. Johnson, 
Gagnon, Gibson, W. Newton, Bustos, Herbkersman, Landing, Moss, 
Pope and Guest:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CODE OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONSTITUTIONAL CARRY/SECOND AMENDMENT 
PRESERVATION ACT OF 2023” BY AMENDING SECTION 
10‑11‑320, RELATING TO CARRYING OR DISCHARGING 
FIREARMS AND EXCEPTIONS FOR CONCEALABLE WEAPONS 
PERMIT HOLDERS, SO AS TO DELETE A PROVISION THAT 
MAKES THIS SECTION INAPPLICABLE TO PERSONS THAT 
POSSESS CONCEALABLE WEAPONS PERMITS AND TO 
PROVIDE THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO PERSONS WHO 
POSSESS FIREARMS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑20, 
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RELATING TO UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF HANDGUNS, SO AS 
TO REVISE THE PLACES WHERE AND CIRCUMSTANCES UPON 
WHICH HANDGUNS MAY BE CARRIED, AND PERSONS WHO 
MAY CARRY HANDGUNS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑50, 
RELATING TO CERTAIN PENALTIES, DISPOSITION OF FINES, 
AND FORFEITURE AND DISPOSITION OF HANDGUNS, SO AS 
TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS TO THE UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF 
HANDGUNS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑55, RELATING TO 
PROCEDURES FOR RETURNING FOUND HANDGUNS, SO AS TO 
DELETE THE PROVISION RELATING TO FILING 
APPLICATIONS TO OBTAIN FOUND HANDGUNS, AND 
PROVIDE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ALLOW LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO MAINTAIN POSSESSION OR 
DISPOSE OF FOUND HANDGUNS; BY AMENDING SECTION 
16‑23‑420, RELATING TO POSSESSION OF FIREARMS ON 
SCHOOL PROPERTY, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT 
EXEMPTS PERSONS WHO POSSESS CONCEALED WEAPON 
PERMITS FROM THIS PROVISION, AND DELETE THE TERM 
“WEAPON” AND REPLACE IT WITH THE TERM “FIREARM”; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑430, RELATING TO CARRYING 
WEAPONS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY, SO AS TO DELETE THE 
PROVISION THAT EXEMPTS PERSONS WHO POSSESS 
CONCEALED WEAPON PERMITS FROM THIS PROVISION; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑465, RELATING TO THE 
ADDITIONAL PENALTIES FOR UNLAWFULLY CARRYING 
PISTOLS OR FIREARMS ONTO PREMISES OF BUSINESSES 
SELLING ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR, BEER, OR WINE FOR 
ON‑PREMISES CONSUMPTION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THIS 
PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO CERTAIN OFFENSES THAT 
PROHIBIT PERSONS FROM CARRYING CERTAIN DEADLY 
WEAPONS, TO PROVIDE THIS PROVISION APPLIES TO 
PERSONS WHO KNOWINGLY CARRY CERTAIN FIREARMS, TO 
DELETE THE PROVISION THAT EXEMPTS PERSONS WHO 
POSSESS CONCEALED WEAPON PERMITS FROM THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION, AND TO PROVIDE PERSONS 
LAWFULLY CARRYING FIREARMS WHO DO NOT CONSUME 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE EXEMPT FROM THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION; BY AMENDING SECTION 
23‑31‑215, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF CONCEALED 
WEAPON PERMITS, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISIONS 
REQUIRING PERMIT HOLDERS TO CARRY PERMITS WHILE 
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CARRYING WEAPONS AND IDENTIFYING THEMSELVES AS 
PERMIT HOLDERS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, TO 
REVISE THE REQUIREMENTS TO REPORT THE LOSSES OF 
PERMITS TO SLED, TO REVISE THE PREMISES UPON WHICH 
PERMIT HOLDERS MUST NOT CARRY WEAPONS, TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL PENALTIES  FOR CERTAIN VIOLATIONS, TO 
REVISE THE PROVISION THAT PROVIDES EXEMPTIONS TO 
CARRYING PERMITS, AND TO DELETE THE PROVISION 
RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR CARRYING EXPIRED PERMITS; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑220, RELATING TO THE RIGHT 
TO ALLOW OR PERMIT CONCEALED WEAPONS UPON 
PREMISES AND THE POSTING OF SIGNS PROHIBITING THE 
CARRYING OF WEAPONS, SO AS TO MAKE TECHNICAL 
CHANGES, THAT PERSONS MUST KNOWINGLY VIOLATE THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION TO BE CHARGED WITH A 
VIOLATION, AND TO PROVIDE THIS SECTION DOES NOT 
LIMIT PERSONS FROM CARRYING CERTAIN WEAPONS IN 
STATE PARKS; BY AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑232, RELATING 
TO CARRYING CONCEALABLE WEAPONS ON PREMISES OF 
CERTAIN SCHOOLS LEASED BY CHURCHES, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE APPROPRIATE CHURCH OFFICIALS OR GOVERNING 
BODIES MAY ALLOW ANY PERSON TO CARRY A 
CONCEALABLE WEAPON ON THE LEASED PREMISES; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑235, RELATING TO CONCEALABLE 
WEAPON SIGN REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE 
SIGNS MUST BE POSTED AT LOCATIONS WHERE THE 
CARRYING OF CONCEALABLE WEAPONS ARE PROHIBITED; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑600, RELATING TO RETIRED 
PERSONNEL, IDENTIFICATION CARDS, AND 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPONS, 
SO AS TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE; BY REPEALING 
SECTIONS 16‑23‑460, 23‑31‑225, AND 23‑31‑230, RELATING TO 
THE CARRYING OF WEAPONS BY INDIVIDUALS ON THEIR  
PERSON, INTO RESIDENCES OR DWELLINGS, OR BETWEEN A 
MOTOR VEHICLE AND A RENTED ACCOMMODATION; AND 
BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑500, RELATING TO UNLAWFUL 
POSSESSION OF FIREARMS BY PERSONS CONVICTED OF 
VIOLENT OFFENSES, THE CONFISCATION OF CERTAIN 
WEAPONS, AND THE RETURN OF FIREARMS TO INNOCENT 
OWNERS, SO AS TO REVISE THE LIST OF CRIMES SUBJECT TO 
THIS PROVISION AND THE PENALTIES ASSOCIATED WITH 
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VIOLATIONS, AND TO DEFINE THE TERM “CRIME 
PUNISHABLE BY A MAXIMUM TERM OF IMPRISONMENT OF 
MORE THAN ONE YEAR”. 
Very respectfully, 
Speaker of the House 
 Received as information. 
 Placed on Calendar for consideration tomorrow. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to waive the 
provisions of Rule 32A requiring the Bill to be printed on the Calendar, 
proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being concurrence 
in the House amendments. 
 

NONCONCURRENCE 
  H. 3594 -- Reps. B.J. Cox, G.M. Smith, Lowe, Wooten, Hiott, 
Bailey, Beach, Burns, Caskey, Crawford, Cromer, Elliott, Forrest, 
Haddon, Hardee, Hixon, Hyde, Jordan, Ligon, Long, Magnuson, May, 
McCabe, McCravy, A.M. Morgan, T.A. Morgan, T. Moore, B. Newton, 
Nutt, Oremus, M.M. Smith, S. Jones, Taylor, Thayer, Trantham, Willis, 
Yow, West, Lawson, Chapman, Chumley, Leber, Mitchell, Pace, Harris, 
O'Neal, Kilmartin, Murphy, Brewer, Robbins, Hager, Sandifer, Connell, 
Gilliam, Davis, B.L. Cox, Vaughan, White, Collins, J.E. Johnson, 
Gagnon, Gibson, W. Newton, Bustos, Herbkersman, Landing, Moss, 
Pope and Guest:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CODE OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA 
CONSTITUTIONAL CARRY/SECOND AMENDMENT 
PRESERVATION ACT OF 2023” BY AMENDING SECTION 
10‑11‑320, RELATING TO CARRYING OR DISCHARGING 
FIREARMS AND EXCEPTIONS FOR CONCEALABLE WEAPONS 
PERMIT HOLDERS, SO AS TO DELETE A PROVISION THAT 
MAKES THIS SECTION INAPPLICABLE TO PERSONS THAT 
POSSESS CONCEALABLE WEAPONS PERMITS AND TO 
PROVIDE THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO PERSONS WHO 
POSSESS FIREARMS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑20, 
RELATING TO UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF HANDGUNS, SO AS 
TO REVISE THE PLACES WHERE AND CIRCUMSTANCES UPON 
WHICH HANDGUNS MAY BE CARRIED, AND PERSONS WHO 
MAY CARRY HANDGUNS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑50, 
RELATING TO CERTAIN PENALTIES, DISPOSITION OF FINES, 
AND FORFEITURE AND DISPOSITION OF HANDGUNS, SO AS 
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TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS TO THE UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF 
HANDGUNS; BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑55, RELATING TO 
PROCEDURES FOR RETURNING FOUND HANDGUNS, SO AS TO 
DELETE THE PROVISION RELATING TO FILING 
APPLICATIONS TO OBTAIN FOUND HANDGUNS, AND 
PROVIDE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ALLOW LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES TO MAINTAIN POSSESSION OR 
DISPOSE OF FOUND HANDGUNS; BY AMENDING SECTION 
16‑23‑420, RELATING TO POSSESSION OF FIREARMS ON 
SCHOOL PROPERTY, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT 
EXEMPTS PERSONS WHO POSSESS CONCEALED WEAPON 
PERMITS FROM THIS PROVISION, AND DELETE THE TERM 
“WEAPON” AND REPLACE IT WITH THE TERM “FIREARM”; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑430, RELATING TO CARRYING 
WEAPONS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY, SO AS TO DELETE THE 
PROVISION THAT EXEMPTS PERSONS WHO POSSESS 
CONCEALED WEAPON PERMITS FROM THIS PROVISION; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑465, RELATING TO THE 
ADDITIONAL PENALTIES FOR UNLAWFULLY CARRYING 
PISTOLS OR FIREARMS ONTO PREMISES OF BUSINESSES 
SELLING ALCOHOLIC LIQUOR, BEER, OR WINE FOR 
ON‑PREMISES CONSUMPTION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THIS 
PROVISION DOES NOT APPLY TO CERTAIN OFFENSES THAT 
PROHIBIT PERSONS FROM CARRYING CERTAIN DEADLY 
WEAPONS, TO PROVIDE THIS PROVISION APPLIES TO 
PERSONS WHO KNOWINGLY CARRY CERTAIN FIREARMS, TO 
DELETE THE PROVISION THAT EXEMPTS PERSONS WHO 
POSSESS CONCEALED WEAPON PERMITS FROM THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION, AND TO PROVIDE PERSONS 
LAWFULLY CARRYING FIREARMS WHO DO NOT CONSUME 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ARE EXEMPT FROM THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION; BY AMENDING SECTION 
23‑31‑215, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF CONCEALED 
WEAPON PERMITS, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISIONS 
REQUIRING PERMIT HOLDERS TO CARRY PERMITS WHILE 
CARRYING WEAPONS AND IDENTIFYING THEMSELVES AS 
PERMIT HOLDERS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, TO 
REVISE THE REQUIREMENTS TO REPORT THE LOSSES OF 
PERMITS TO SLED, TO REVISE THE PREMISES UPON WHICH 
PERMIT HOLDERS MUST NOT CARRY WEAPONS, TO PROVIDE 
ADDITIONAL PENALTIES  FOR CERTAIN VIOLATIONS, TO 
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REVISE THE PROVISION THAT PROVIDES EXEMPTIONS TO 
CARRYING PERMITS, AND TO DELETE THE PROVISION 
RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR CARRYING EXPIRED PERMITS; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑220, RELATING TO THE RIGHT 
TO ALLOW OR PERMIT CONCEALED WEAPONS UPON 
PREMISES AND THE POSTING OF SIGNS PROHIBITING THE 
CARRYING OF WEAPONS, SO AS TO MAKE TECHNICAL 
CHANGES, THAT PERSONS MUST KNOWINGLY VIOLATE THE 
PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION TO BE CHARGED WITH A 
VIOLATION, AND TO PROVIDE THIS SECTION DOES NOT 
LIMIT PERSONS FROM CARRYING CERTAIN WEAPONS IN 
STATE PARKS; BY AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑232, RELATING 
TO CARRYING CONCEALABLE WEAPONS ON PREMISES OF 
CERTAIN SCHOOLS LEASED BY CHURCHES, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE APPROPRIATE CHURCH OFFICIALS OR GOVERNING 
BODIES MAY ALLOW ANY PERSON TO CARRY A 
CONCEALABLE WEAPON ON THE LEASED PREMISES; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑235, RELATING TO CONCEALABLE 
WEAPON SIGN REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE 
SIGNS MUST BE POSTED AT LOCATIONS WHERE THE 
CARRYING OF CONCEALABLE WEAPONS ARE PROHIBITED; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 23‑31‑600, RELATING TO RETIRED 
PERSONNEL, IDENTIFICATION CARDS, AND 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPONS, 
SO AS TO MAKE A TECHNICAL CHANGE; BY REPEALING 
SECTIONS 16‑23‑460, 23‑31‑225, AND 23‑31‑230, RELATING TO 
THE CARRYING OF WEAPONS BY INDIVIDUALS ON THEIR  
PERSON, INTO RESIDENCES OR DWELLINGS, OR BETWEEN A 
MOTOR VEHICLE AND A RENTED ACCOMMODATION; AND 
BY AMENDING SECTION 16‑23‑500, RELATING TO UNLAWFUL 
POSSESSION OF FIREARMS BY PERSONS CONVICTED OF 
VIOLENT OFFENSES, THE CONFISCATION OF CERTAIN 
WEAPONS, AND THE RETURN OF FIREARMS TO INNOCENT 
OWNERS, SO AS TO REVISE THE LIST OF CRIMES SUBJECT TO 
THIS PROVISION AND THE PENALTIES ASSOCIATED WITH 
VIOLATIONS, AND TO DEFINE THE TERM “CRIME 
PUNISHABLE BY A MAXIMUM TERM OF IMPRISONMENT OF 
MORE THAN ONE YEAR”. 
 
 The House returned the Bill with amendments, the question being 
concurrence in the House amendments. 
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 Senator MASSEY explained the amendments. 
 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate nonconcurred in the 
House amendments and a message was sent to the House accordingly. 
 

HOUSE CONCURRENCE 
 S. 1010 -- Senator Shealy:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO 
RECOGNIZE FEBRUARY 2024 AS “AMERICAN HEART MONTH” 
IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 
 Returned with concurrence. 
 Received as information. 
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE 
UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR. 
 

ORDERED ENROLLED FOR RATIFICATION 
 The following Bill was read the third time and, having received three 
readings in both Houses, it was ordered that the title be changed to that 
of an Act and enrolled for Ratification: 
 H. 4876 -- Reps. Jefferson, Cobb-Hunter, Robbins, Gatch, Murphy 
and Brewer:  A BILL TO CHANGE THE CANDIDATE FILING 
METHOD FOR THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF DORCHESTER 
COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 4 FROM THE PETITION METHOD 
TO THE FILING OF A STATEMENT OF INTENTION OF 
CANDIDACY WITH THE DORCHESTER COUNTY BOARD OF 
VOTER REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS. 
 On motion of Senator STEPHENS. 
 

OBJECTION 
 H. 3518 -- Reps. Felder and Williams:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
56‑1‑395, RELATING TO THE DRIVER’S LICENSE 
REINSTATEMENT FEE PAYMENT PROGRAM, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THE DRIVERS’ LICENSES ISSUED UNDER THIS 
PROGRAM ARE VALID FOR AN ADDITIONAL SIX MONTHS, TO 
REVISE THE AMOUNT OF REINSTATEMENT FEES OWED BY 
PERSONS TO BECOME ELIGIBLE TO OBTAIN THESE DRIVERS’ 
LICENSES, TO REVISE THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE FEES COLLECTED, TO PROVIDE THE 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY PROVIDE PERSONS 
IN THE PROGRAM A FEE SCHEDULE OF THE AMOUNTS OWED 
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AND THE ABILITY TO MAKE ONLINE PAYMENTS, TO REVISE 
THE TYPES OF DRIVERS’ LICENSE SUSPENSIONS THAT ARE 
COVERED BY THIS SECTION, AND TO REVISE THE 
FREQUENCY THAT PERSONS MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE 
PROGRAM AND THE CONDITIONS FOR FUTURE 
PARTICIPATION; BY AMENDING SECTION 56‑1‑396, RELATING 
TO THE DRIVER’S LICENSE SUSPENSION AMNESTY PERIOD, 
SO AS TO LIMIT THE TYPES OF QUALIFYING SUSPENSIONS; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 56‑10‑240, RELATING TO THE 
REQUIREMENT THAT UPON LOSS OF INSURANCE, NEW 
INSURANCE MUST BE OBTAINED OR PERSONS MUST 
SURRENDER THEIR REGISTRATION AND PLATES, WRITTEN 
NOTICE BY INSURERS, APPEAL OF SUSPENSIONS, 
ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES, SO AS TO REVISE THE 
PERIOD OF TIME VEHICLE OWNERS MUST SURRENDER 
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES AND REGISTRATION 
CERTIFICATES FOR CERTAIN UNINSURED MOTOR VEHICLES, 
TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT GIVES THE DEPARTMENT 
OF MOTOR VEHICLES DISCRETION TO AUTHORIZE INSURERS 
TO UTILIZE ALTERNATE METHODS OF PROVIDING CERTAIN 
NOTICES TO THE DEPARTMENT, TO DELETE THE PROVISION 
THAT ALLOWS CERTAIN PERSONS TO APPEAL CERTAIN 
SUSPENSIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE FOR 
FAILURE TO MEET THE STATE’S FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS IN ERROR, AND TO ALLOW THESE PERSONS 
TO PROVIDE CERTAIN DOCUMENTS TO SHOW THE 
SUSPENSION WAS ISSUED IN ERROR; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 56‑10‑245, RELATING TO PER DIEM FINES FOR LAPSE 
IN REQUIRED COVERAGE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE FINES 
CONTAINED IN THE SECTION MAY NOT EXCEED TWO 
HUNDRED DOLLARS PER VEHICLE FOR A FIRST OFFENSE; BY 
AMENDING ARTICLE 5 OF CHAPTER 10, TITLE 56, RELATING 
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNINSURED MOTORIST 
FUND, SO AS TO REVISE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE 
TO REGULATE THE OPERATION OF UNINSURED MOTOR 
VEHICLES, TO DELETE PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT AND COLLECTION OF UNINSURED MOTOR 
VEHICLE FEES, TO MAKE TECHNICAL CHANGES, TO REVISE 
THE AMOUNT OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE REINSTATEMENT 
FEE AND PROVIDE IT SHALL BE INCREASED ANNUALLY, TO 
PROVIDE SUSPENDED LICENSES, REGISTRATION 
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CERTIFICATES, LICENSE PLATES, AND DECALS MAY BE 
RETURNED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES BY 
ELECTRONIC MEANS OR IN PERSON, AND TO DELETE THE 
PROVISIONS THAT REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES TO COLLECT STATISTICS REGARDING VARIOUS 
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION, INSURANCE, AND 
UNINSURED MOTORIST FUND ISSUES. 
 Senator MALLOY objected to consideration of the Bill. 
 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED 
AMENDMENT PROPOSED, CARRIED OVER 

 H. 3866 -- Rep. Rutherford:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 1-7-95 SO AS 
TO CLARIFY THAT, WHEN THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
PROCEEDS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST, THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL DOES NOT UNDERTAKE REPRESENTATION OF 
STATE AGENCIES AND CANNOT BE CONSIDERED TO HAVE 
POSSESSION, CUSTODY, OR CONTROL OVER STATE AGENCY 
DOCUMENTS OR ELECTRONICALLY STORED INFORMATION; 
AND BY ADDING SECTION 39-5-55 SO AS TO SPECIFY THAT 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IS ACTING IN THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST OF THE STATE IN UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICE 
PROCEEDINGS, AND TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  
 
 The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment (SJ-
3866.PB0004S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, by deleting SECTION 3. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator SENN explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 
 Senator KIMBRELL proposed the following amendment (SR-
3866.KM0006S): 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking Section 
1-7-95(B) and inserting: 
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 (B)(1) This section does not affect the ability of the Attorney General 
to bring or defend an action in a proprietary capacity on behalf of and 
representing any such department, agency, or board. 
  (2) This section does not affect the Attorney General’s duty to 
represent an officer or employee of the State, or any of the State’s 
political subdivisions, pursuant to Section 1-7-50. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator KIMBRELL explained the amendment. 
 
 The question being the adoption of the amendment. 
 
 On motion of Senator MALLOY, the Bill was carried over. 
 

OBJECTION 
 H. 4116 -- Reps. Sandifer, M.M. Smith and King:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING 
SECTION 40‑19‑295 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE DIVIDING OF FEES 
OR OTHER COMPENSATION CHARGED OR RECEIVED BY 
LICENSEES OF THE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICES WITH 
ANOTHER PERSON, PARTNERSHIP, CORPORATION, 
ASSOCIATION, OR LEGAL ENTITY FOR THE DELIVERY OR 
PERFORMANCE OF FUNERAL SERVICES; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 32‑7‑100, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS REGULATING PRENEED 
FUNERAL CONTRACTS, SO AS TO INCREASE FINE RANGES 
AND PERMANENTLY BAR PERSONS CONVICTED OF A 
FELONY FROM CONDUCTING PRENEED CONTRACT SALES; 
BY AMENDING SECTION 32‑7‑110, RELATING TO THE 
INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST UNLICENSED 
PRENEED CONTRACT SALES PROVIDERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE 
COMPLAINTS TO WHICH THE DEPARTMENT SHALL RESPOND 
MAY BE WRITTEN OR ORAL; BY AMENDING SECTION 
32‑8‑360, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE 
SAFE CREMATION ACT, SO AS TO INCREASE MONETARY 
FINES AND REQUIRE IMMEDIATE REPORTING OF 
VIOLATIONS TO THE BOARD; BY AMENDING SECTION 
32‑8‑385, RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS THAT CREMATORIES 
EMPLOY CERTAIN TRAINED STAFF TO PERFORM 
CREMATIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE ALL CREMATIONS BE 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2024 

 21 

PERFORMED BY THESE TRAINED STAFF MEMBERS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 40‑19‑20, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS 
CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF EMBALMERS AND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS, SO AS TO REVISE CERTAIN 
DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 40‑19‑30, RELATING 
TO THE REQUIREMENT OF LICENSURE TO PRACTICE 
FUNERAL SERVICES, SO AS TO PROVIDE CONDUCT 
CONSTITUTING THE PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICES 
INCLUDES PARTIES WHO EXERCISE ANY CONTROL OR 
AUTHORITY OVER A FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT OR ITS 
EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, OR REPRESENTATIVES, AND TO 
PROHIBIT CORPORATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS, OR INDIVIDUALS 
IN WHOSE NAME APPEARS THE NAME OF A PERSON WITH A 
REVOKED OR LAPSED LICENSE FROM HAVING A LICENSE TO 
OPERATE A FUNERAL HOME; BY AMENDING SECTION 
40‑19‑70, RELATING TO POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD, 
SO AS TO PROVIDE BOARD MEMBERS, COMMITTEES, OR 
EMPLOYEES MAY NOT BE LIABLE FOR ACTS PERFORMED IN 
THE COURSE OF THEIR OFFICIAL DUTIES IN THE ABSENCE OF 
MALICE SHOWN AND PROVEN IN A COURT OF COMPETENT 
JURISDICTION; BY AMENDING SECTION 40‑19‑80, RELATING 
TO INSPECTORS EMPLOYED BY THE BOARD, SO AS TO 
INSTEAD REQUIRE THE BOARD TO EMPLOY AT LEAST TWO 
INVESTIGATORS WHO MAY BE LICENSED EMBALMERS AND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS WITH CERTAIN EXPERIENCE BUT WHO 
HAVE NOT BEEN DISCIPLINED; BY AMENDING SECTION 
40‑19‑110, RELATING TO CONDUCT CONSTITUTING 
UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT BY A LICENSEE OF THE BOARD, 
SO AS TO MAKE GRAMMATICAL CHANGES; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 40‑19‑115, RELATING TO JURISDICTION OF THE 
BOARD, SO AS TO INCLUDE UNLICENSED PERSONS WITH 
THIS JURISDICTION; BY AMENDING SECTION 40‑19‑200, 
RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS 
PROHIBITING THE PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICES 
WITHOUT A LICENSE OR USING FALSE INFORMATION TO 
OBTAIN SUCH LICENSURE, SO AS TO INCREASE MONETARY 
FINES, AND TO SUBJECT PERSONS WHO AID AND ABET 
UNLICENSED PERSONS OR ENTITIES IN ENGAGING IN THE 
PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICE WITHOUT LICENSURE TO 
THESE PENALTIES; BY AMENDING SECTION 40‑19‑250, 
RELATING TO CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS, SO AS 
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TO REQUIRE CERTAIN COURSEWORK IN ETHICS, TO REQUIRE 
FOUR HOURS OF TOTAL ANNUAL COURSEWORK, TO 
REQUIRE A CERTAIN PORTION OF THIS COURSEWORK TO BE 
IN ETHICS, AND TO REQUIRE A CERTAIN PORTION OF THIS 
COURSEWORK BE COMPLETED IN PERSON; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 40‑19‑290, RELATING TO THE 
FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITIES OF FUNERAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS WITH RESPECT TO PAYMENTS RECEIVED 
FOR FUNERAL MERCHANDISE BEING PURCHASED, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THESE PAYMENTS MUST BE KEPT IN A TRUST 
ACCOUNT UNTIL THE MERCHANDISE IS DELIVERED FOR ITS 
INTENDED USE OR IS DELIVERED INTO THE PHYSICAL 
POSSESSION OF THE PURCHASER. 
 Senator MALLOY objected to consideration of the Bill. 
 

OBJECTION 
 S. 578 -- Senator Alexander:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12‑54‑240, 
RELATING TO DISCLOSURE OF RECORDS OF AND REPORTS 
AND RETURNS FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, 
SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE DISCLOSURE OF DOCUMENTS 
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 
 Senator MALLOY objected to consideration of the Bill. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 944 -- Senators Gambrell, Bennett, Turner and Fanning:  A BILL 
TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
ENACTING THE “PAID FAMILY LEAVE INSURANCE ACT” BY 
ADDING CHAPTER 103 TO TITLE 38 SO AS TO DEFINE TERMS, 
ESTABLISH FAMILY LEAVE BENEFITS, OUTLINE 
REQUIREMENTS OF FAMILY LEAVE INSURANCE POLICIES, 
AND PROVIDE EXCLUSIONS, AMONG OTHER THINGS. 
 On motion of Senator MALLOY, the Bill was carried over. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 957 -- Senator Cromer:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 38-3-150, 
RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE OR HIS DESIGNEES TO 
CONDUCT EXAMINATIONS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND 
HEARINGS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIDENTIALITY 
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OF SUCH INVESTIGATIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 38-9-200, 
RELATING TO CONDITIONS FOR ALLOWING REINSURANCE 
CREDITS, SO AS TO REVISE CERTAIN CONDITIONS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 38-13-10, RELATING TO INSURER 
EXAMINATIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE SUCH EXAMINATIONS 
ARE FINANCIAL EXAMINATIONS, TO APPLY THE PROVISIONS 
TO HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER 
LICENSEES OF THE DEPARTMENT, TO PROVIDE MARKET 
CONDUCT EXAMINATIONS, AND TO REMOVE OBSOLETE 
PROVISIONS, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY AMENDING 
SECTION 38-13-70, RELATING TO INVESTIGATIONS OF 
ALLEGED VIOLATIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE DIRECTOR 
OR HIS DESIGNEES MAY CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS, TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF INVESTIGATIONS, 
AND TO PROVIDE FINAL ORDERS DISCIPLINING LICENSEES 
ARE PUBLIC INFORMATION, AMONG OTHER THINGS; AND BY 
AMENDING SECTION 38-57-130, RELATING TO INSURANCE 
TRADE PRACTICES, SO AS TO PROVIDE REVISED 
EXEMPTIONS FROM PROVISIONS PROHIBITING 
MISREPRESENTATIONS, SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS, AND 
REBATES IN INSURANCE CONTRACTS. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  
 
 Senator BENNETT explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
 
 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 44; Nays 0 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Fanning 
Gambrell Garrett Goldfinch 
Grooms Gustafson Harpootlian 
Hembree Hutto Jackson 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Loftis Malloy Martin 
Massey McElveen Peeler 
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Rankin Reichenbach Rice 
Sabb Senn Setzler 
Shealy Stephens Talley 
Tedder Turner Verdin 
Williams Young 
 

Total--44 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
 The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 1026 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, RELATING TO PHARMACY 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATIONS, DESIGNATED 
AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5241, PURSUANT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Resolution.  
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
 
 Senator BENNETT explained the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator BENNETT, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 1027 -- Banking and Insurance Committee:  A JOINT 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, RELATING TO PHARMACY 
BENEFITS MANAGERS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5240, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Resolution.  
 
 The question being the second reading of the Resolution. 
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 Senator BENNETT explained the Resolution. 
 
 On motion of Senator BENNETT, the Resolution was carried over. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 S. 903 -- Senator Campsen:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 5 OF 
ACT 91 OF 2021, RELATING TO FLOUNDER CATCH LIMITS, SO 
AS TO REPEAL THE SUNSET CLAUSE. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  
 
 Senator CAMPSEN explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 Senator MARTIN asked unanimous consent to make a motion to give 
the Bill a second reading, carry over all amendments and waive the 
provisions of Rule 26B in order to allow amendments to be considered 
on third reading. 
 There was no objection.  
 
 The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 H. 3993 -- Reps. Brewer, West, Lawson, Mitchell, Yow, Sessions, 
Leber, Ott, Guffey, Atkinson, B.L. Cox, Forrest, B. Newton, Gatch, 
Hager, Hixon, Murphy and Robbins:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 
50-11-1920, RELATING TO THE SALE OF EXOTIC FARM-RAISED 
VENISON, SO AS TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  
 
 Senator CAMPSEN explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
 
 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 43; Nays 1 
 

AYES 
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Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Fanning 
Gambrell Garrett Goldfinch 
Grooms Gustafson Harpootlian 
Hembree Hutto Jackson 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Loftis Malloy Martin 
McElveen Peeler Rankin 
Reichenbach Rice Sabb 
Senn Setzler Shealy 
Stephens Talley Tedder 
Turner Verdin Williams 
Young 
 

Total--43 
 

NAYS 
Massey 
 

Total--1 
 
 The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 
 

READ THE SECOND TIME 
 H. 4047 -- Rep. Ott:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 50-15-100 SO AS TO 
PROHIBIT THE RELEASE OF RECORDS REGARDING THE 
OCCURRENCE OF RARE, THREATENED, ENDANGERED, OR 
IMPERILED PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  
 
 Senator CAMPSEN explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
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 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 
Ayes 44; Nays 0 

 
AYES 

Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Fanning 
Gambrell Garrett Goldfinch 
Grooms Gustafson Harpootlian 
Hembree Hutto Jackson 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Loftis Malloy Martin 
Massey McElveen Peeler 
Rankin Reichenbach Rice 
Sabb Senn Setzler 
Shealy Stephens Talley 
Tedder Turner Verdin 
Williams Young 
 

Total--44 
 

NAYS 
 

Total--0 
 
 The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third 
reading. 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 S. 915 -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Setzler, Verdin, Davis, Hutto, 
Kimbrell, Young and Senn:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO CREATE THE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND POLICY AND PROVIDE 
FOR THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AGENCY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 1‑30‑10, RELATING TO DEPARTMENTS 
OF STATE GOVERNMENT, SO AS TO DISSOLVE SEVERAL 
DEPARTMENTS AND CREATE THE STATE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POLICY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 8‑17‑370, RELATING TO THE MEDIATION 
OF GRIEVANCES BY THE STATE HUMAN RESOURCES 
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DIRECTOR SO AS TO ADD THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND 
POLICY, THE DIRECTORS OF THE COMPONENT 
DEPARTMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND 
POLICY, AND ALL DIRECT REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY AND 
TO DIRECTORS OF THE COMPONENT DEPARTMENTS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 43‑21‑70, RELATING TO THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT AND 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND POLICY SHALL APPOINT A 
DIRECTOR TO BE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT ON AGING; AND TO REPEAL TITLE 44, 
CHAPTER 9 RELATING TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
MENTAL HEALTH. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.  
 
 Senator DAVIS explained the Bill. 
 
 The question being the second reading of the Bill. 
 

Point of Order      
 Senator MARTIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill 
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second 
reading. 
 The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order. 
 
THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING 
BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE 
MOTION PERIOD. 
 

MADE SPECIAL ORDER 
 S. 915 -- Senators Peeler, Alexander, Setzler, Verdin, Davis, Hutto, 
Kimbrell, Young and Senn:  A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO CREATE THE 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND POLICY AND PROVIDE 
FOR THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AGENCY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 1‑30‑10, RELATING TO DEPARTMENTS 
OF STATE GOVERNMENT, SO AS TO DISSOLVE SEVERAL 
DEPARTMENTS AND CREATE THE STATE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND POLICY; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 8‑17‑370, RELATING TO THE MEDIATION 
OF GRIEVANCES BY THE STATE HUMAN RESOURCES 
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DIRECTOR SO AS TO ADD THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND 
POLICY, THE DIRECTORS OF THE COMPONENT 
DEPARTMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HEALTH AND 
POLICY, AND ALL DIRECT REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY AND 
TO DIRECTORS OF THE COMPONENT DEPARTMENTS; BY 
AMENDING SECTION 43‑21‑70, RELATING TO THE 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT AND 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT 
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND POLICY SHALL APPOINT A 
DIRECTOR TO BE THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT ON AGING; AND TO REPEAL TITLE 44, 
CHAPTER 9 RELATING TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
MENTAL HEALTH. 
 
 Senator MASSEY moved that the Bill be made a Special Order. 
  
 The Bill was made a Special Order. 
 

MOTION ADOPTED 
 At 2:00 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to 
dispense with the balance of the Motion Period. 
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
AND RESOLUTIONS RETURNED FROM THE HOUSE. 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 S. 298 -- Senators Bennett, Turner, Kimbrell, Campsen and Adams:  
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY 
AMENDING SECTION 12-6-2320, RELATING TO ALTERNATE 
METHODS FOR THE ALLOCATION AND APPORTIONMENT OF 
INCOME FOR STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES, SO AS TO SET 
FORTH A PROCESS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND 
TAXPAYERS TO ACCURATELY DETERMINE NET INCOME. 
 The House returned the Bill with amendments, the question being 
concurrence in the House amendments. 
 
 Senator BENNETT explained the amendments. 
 
 On motion of Senator MALLOY, the Bill was carried over. 
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CONCURRENCE 
 S. 245 -- Senators Kimbrell and Hembree:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 
59‑17‑170 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON WITH CERTAIN 
CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS IS PROHIBITED FROM SERVING AS 
THE TREASURER OF A BOOSTER CLUB, TO PROVIDE THAT 
EACH BOOSTER CLUB WITHIN A SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL 
ANNUALLY REGISTER WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD, TO 
PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL BOARD MUST RUN A CRIMINAL 
BACKGROUND CHECK TO DETERMINE IF THE TREASURER 
OF A BOOSTER CLUB IS PROHIBITED FROM SERVING IN THAT 
ROLE DUE TO A CRIMINAL CONVICTION, AND TO DEFINE 
NECESSARY TERMS. 
 The House returned the Bill with amendments, the question being 
concurrence in the House amendments. 
 
 Senator HEMBREE explained the amendments. 
 
 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 45; Nays 0 
 

AYES 
Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Devine Fanning 
Gambrell Garrett Goldfinch 
Grooms Gustafson Harpootlian 
Hembree Hutto Jackson 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Loftis Malloy Martin 
Massey McElveen McLeod 
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach 
Rice Sabb Senn 
Setzler Shealy Stephens 
Talley Tedder Turner 
Verdin Williams Young 
 

Total--45 
 

NAYS 
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Total--0 
 
 On motion of Senator HEMBREE, the Senate concurred in the House 
amendments and a message was sent to the House accordingly.  Ordered 
that the title be changed to that of an Act and the Act enrolled for 
Ratification. 
 
THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE SPECIAL ORDERS. 
 

AMENDED, READ THE THIRD TIME 
SENT TO THE HOUSE 

 S. 423 -- Senators Davis, Hutto, Grooms, Kimpson, Malloy, McLeod, 
Verdin, Fanning, Goldfinch, Gustafson, Shealy and Tedder:  A BILL TO 
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO 
ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA COMPASSIONATE CARE 
ACT”; BY AMENDING CHAPTER 53, TITLE 44 OF THE S.C. 
CODE, RELATING TO POISONS, DRUGS, AND OTHER 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, BY ADDING ARTICLE 20 SO AS 
TO PROVIDE FOR THE SALE OF MEDICAL CANNABIS 
PRODUCTS AND THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH A SALE 
CAN OCCUR; BY ADDING SECTION 56-5-3910 SO AS TO 
PROVIDE THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A DRIVER OF A MOTOR 
VEHICLE TO VAPORIZE CANNABIS PRODUCTS AS DEFINED 
IN SECTION 44-53-2010 WHILE OPERATING THE MOTOR 
VEHICLE AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES; BY REPEALING 
ARTICLE 4, CHAPTER 53, TITLE 44 RELATING TO 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES THERAPEUTIC RESEARCH; AND 
TO DEFINE NECESSARY TERMS. 
 The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being 
the third reading of the Bill. 
 

Objection 
 Senator MALLOY asked unanimous consent to make a motion to 
waive the provisions of Rule 26B in order to allow amendments to be 
considered on third reading. 
 Senator SENN objected.  
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed 
to take up a further amendment on third reading. 
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 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 
Ayes 39; Nays 4 

 
AYES 

Adams Alexander Allen 
Bennett Campsen Cash 
Climer Corbin Cromer 
Davis Fanning Gambrell 
Garrett Goldfinch Grooms 
Gustafson Hembree Jackson 
Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael Kimbrell 
Loftis Malloy Massey 
McElveen Peeler Rankin 
Reichenbach Rice Sabb 
Senn Setzler Shealy 
Talley Tedder Turner 
Verdin Williams Young 
 

Total--39 
 

NAYS 
Devine Harpootlian McLeod 
Stephens 
 

Total--4 
 
 The motion was adopted.  
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed 
to take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

 Amendment No. 3 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0010S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2410(A)(6) and inserting: 
  (6) the number of integrated operator licenses recommended by 
the commission as being sufficient to enable the department to analyze, 
assess, and compare the various business models in the written reports 
required by Section 44-53-2380(B) and SECTION 12. For each function 
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that an integrated operator performs for which a license is required, one 
license shall be deducted from the number of licenses allowed for each 
specific function pursuant to this section; and 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator CASH explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed 
to take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 4 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0006S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2050(A)(3)(e)(iii)(C) and (D) and inserting: 
     (C) the risks of using cannabis products during pregnancy 
or breast feeding; 
     (D) the need to safeguard all cannabis products from 
children and pets or other domestic animals; and 
     (E) the variability of the quality and concentration of 
cannabis products. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator CASH explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed 
to take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 5A 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0026S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2230 and inserting: 
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 Section 44-53-2230. (A) It is unlawful for a qualifying patient to 
vaporize a cannabis product in a motor vehicle of any kind that is being 
operated on the public highways or highway rights-of-way of this State. 
 (B)(1) It is unlawful for a qualifying patient, designated caregiver, or 
transporter to have in his possession, except in the trunk, glove 
compartment, closed console, or luggage compartment, a cannabis 
product in an open container in a motor vehicle of any kind while located 
upon the public highways or highway rights of way of this State. 
  (2) If a qualifying patient, designated caregiver, or transporter is a 
passenger in a motor vehicle of another then the provisions of item (1) 
do not apply; however, the qualifying patient, designated caregiver, or 
transporter must keep the cannabis product concealed on his person or in 
his personal property. 
 (C) A person who violates the provisions of this section shall have his 
registry identification card suspended and is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Upon conviction, the qualifying patient must be fined not more than one 
hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days. Upon the 
satisfaction of the fine, or imprisonment, or both, the qualifying patient 
may reapply for a registry identification card. 
 Amend the bill further, SECTION 5, by striking Section 56-5-3910(B) 
and inserting: 
 (B) It is unlawful for a qualifying patient, designated caregiver, or 
transporter to have in his possession, except in the trunk, glove 
compartment, closed console, or luggage compartment, a cannabis 
product in an open container in a motor vehicle of any kind while located 
upon the public highways or highway rights of way of this State. 
 (C) If a qualifying patient, designated caregiver, or transporter is a 
passenger in a motor vehicle of another then the provisions of subsection 
(B) do not apply; however, the qualifying patient, designated caregiver, 
or transporter must keep the cannabis product concealed on his person 
or in his personal property. 
 (D) A person who violates this provision is guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than one hundred dollars 
or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator CASH explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
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Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed 
to take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 7 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0015S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2560 and inserting: 
 Section 44-53-2560. Members of the General Assembly and 
immediate family members, as defined in Section 8-13-100(18), may not 
operate, directly or indirectly, receive financial payments of any kind 
from, or directly own a medical cannabis establishment until July 1, 
2029, and are prohibited from being a medical cannabis establishment 
agent or a medical cannabis establishment principal. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator CASH explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator VERDIN, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed to 
take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 8 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0014S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking SECTION 10 and 
inserting: 
SECTION 10.  This act shall be repealed five years after first sales of 
medical cannabis from a therapeutic cannabis pharmacy to a qualifying 
patient. No later than 18 months prior to this repeal, the department shall 
survey all qualifying patients and designated caregivers enrolled in the 
program, certifying practitioners, medical cannabis establishments, and 
other stakeholders and invite public comment on whether the program 
should be re-enacted and if any changes should be made. No later than 
one year prior to this repeal, the department shall issue a written report 
to the South Carolina General Assembly that includes, but is not limited, 
to information compiled from previous annual reports, and that includes: 
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 (1) results from a survey and public comment;  
 (2) the status of medical cannabis in other states, federally, and in other 
nations;  
 (3) the department’s findings on the appropriate number and 
geographical density of licenses for cultivation centers, processing 
facilities, therapeutic cannabis pharmacies, and independent testing 
laboratories; 
 (4) the department’s findings on the effectiveness of integrated 
operators and independent business types at providing patients a variety 
of product choices at reasonable prices;  
 (5) any information submitted to the department by the Medical 
Cannabis Advisory Board; 
 (6) a copy of each annual report provided to the South Carolina 
General Assembly which addresses the effectiveness of the medical 
cannabis program pursuant to Section 44-53-2550(A); 
 (7) any recommendation for changes to the program provided to the 
General Assembly as part of the annual report pursuant to Section 44-
53-2550(A); 
 (8) all data collected regarding the safety and efficacy of cannabis 
products pursuant to Section 44-53-2540(B); 
 (9) any research studies conducted pursuant to Section 44-53-
2540(A); 
 (10) the recommendation with regard to the scheduling of cannabis in 
the State of South Carolina pursuant to Section 44-53-2550(C);  
 (11) an analysis of the effectiveness of the contracted seed-to-sale 
system;  
 (12) the total annual sales made through licensed therapeutic cannabis 
pharmacies; 
 (13) the total number of South Carolina residents employed within the 
South Carolina medical cannabis industry; 
 (14) a list of the municipalities which have chosen to opt out of 
allowing medical cannabis establishments from operating within their 
jurisdiction;  
 (15) information regarding and recalls which must include the medical 
cannabis establishment, the type and number of products recalled for 
each recall issued, and the number of patients who were sold recalled 
products;  
 (16) a document which provides a description of the violation of 
department regulations, if any, including the penalties, fines, suspensions 
and/or revocation of licenses;  
 (17) the number of violations by practitioners, if any; and 
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 (18) any other information that the department considers to be material 
to an assessment by the General Assembly on whether to renew this act. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator CASH explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator VERDIN, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed to 
take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 10A 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0016S), which was withdrawn: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2560 and inserting: 
 Section 44-53-2560. Members of the General Assembly and 
immediate family members, as defined in Section 8-13-100(18), may not 
operate, directly or indirectly, receive financial payments of any kind 
from, or directly own a medical cannabis establishment until eight years 
after the date of the first sale of cannabis products pursuant to the 
provisions of this act, and are prohibited from being a medical cannabis 
establishment agent or a medical cannabis establishment principal.  
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 On motion of Senator CASH, with unanimous consent, the 
amendment was withdrawn. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator VERDIN, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed to 
take up a further amendment on third reading. 
 

Amendment No. 12 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0020S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2010(21) and inserting: 
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  (21) “Medical use” means the acquisition, administration, 
possession, preparation, storage, transportation, or use of cannabis 
products, or paraphernalia used to administer cannabis products, to treat 
or alleviate a qualifying patient’s debilitating medical condition or 
symptoms associated with the qualifying patient’s debilitating medical 
condition and includes the transfer of cannabis products from a 
designated caregiver to a qualifying patient whom the designated 
caregiver is authorized to assist. “Medical use” does not include 
smoking. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator CASH explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator VERDIN, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed to 
take up a further amendment on third reading. 

 
Amendment No. 14 

 Senator VERDIN proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0003S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2010(25)(a) and inserting: 
   (a) is a physician as defined in Section 40-47-20 or a podiatrist as 
defined in Section 40-51-20, is authorized to prescribe medication under 
state law and by the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners, and 
has a controlled substances registration pursuant to Section 44-53-290 
and a controlled substances registration issued by the federal Drug 
Enforcement Administration; and 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator VERDIN explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator DAVIS, under Rule 26B, the Senate agreed to 
take up a further amendment on third reading. 
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Amendment No. 15 
 Senator CASH proposed the following amendment (SR-
423.JG0028S), which was adopted: 
 Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 4, by striking Section 
44-53-2490(A) and inserting: 
 (A) Each therapeutic cannabis pharmacy must employ a pharmacist-
in-charge who is licensed by the State as a pharmacist and who 
completed a medical cannabis continuing education course approved by 
the South Carolina Board of Pharmacy as provided by Section 44-53-
2070(4)(a). A pharmacist must be reasonably available during business 
hours to advise and educate patients in person and, in connection with 
providing such advice and education, shall be subject to being sued by a 
patient for negligence in the event that the pharmacist violates the 
applicable standard of care. For purposes of discharging the standard of 
care, a pharmacist must have an in-person consultation with a patient 
who is receiving a medical cannabis product for the first time. A 
pharmacist must be physically on premises during dispensing hours. 
 Renumber sections to conform. 
 Amend title to conform. 
 
 Senator DAVIS explained the amendment. 
 
 The amendment was adopted. 
 
 Senator GARRETT spoke on the Bill. 
 Senator K. JOHNSON spoke on the Bill. 
 
 The question then was third reading of the Bill. 
 
 The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows: 

Ayes 24; Nays 19 
 

AYES 
Allen Cash Climer 
Davis Devine Fanning 
Goldfinch Grooms Gustafson 
Harpootlian Hutto Jackson 
Johnson, Michael Kimbrell Malloy 
McLeod Rankin Sabb 
Shealy Stephens Talley 
Tedder Turner Verdin 
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Total--24 
 

NAYS 
Adams Alexander Bennett 
Campsen Corbin Cromer 
Gambrell Garrett Hembree 
Johnson, Kevin Loftis Massey 
Peeler Reichenbach Rice 
Senn Setzler Williams 
Young 
 

Total--19 
 
 There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read 
the third time, passed, and ordered sent to the House of Representatives 
with amendments. 
 

Recorded Vote 
 Senator GARRETT desired to be recorded as voting against the 
second reading of the Bill yesterday, Tuesday, February 13, 2024. 
 

LOCAL APPOINTMENT 
Confirmation 

Having received a favorable report from the Senate, the following 
appointment was confirmed in open session: 

 
Initial Appointment, Spartanburg County Magistrate, with the term to 

commence April 30, 2023, and to expire April 30, 2027 
Shelia Davis, 109 Williston Way, Moore, SC 29369-9374 VICE 

Jackie Moss 
  

Motion Adopted 
 On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to stand adjourned. 
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MOTION ADOPTED 
  On motion of Senator ADAMS, with unanimous consent, the 
Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mrs. Barbara 
Brock Austin of Hanahan, S.C.  Barbara loved serving her family, 
friends, community and Lord.  She served as legal clerks to 
magistrates and Circuit Court Judges, was president of the South 
Carolina Clerks to Council Association and Clerk to Council for 
Berkeley County Government where she became the first in the State 
of South Carolina to be certified as Clerk to Council.  Barbara retired 
in 2011. She was active in Highland Park Baptist Church for over 
fifty years where she served on the Pastor Search Committee and 
Finance Committee, was a Sunday School teacher and counselor.  
Barbara was a loving mother and devoted grandmother who will be 
dearly missed.  

 
and 

 

MOTION ADOPTED 
  On motion of Senator MATTHEWS, with unanimous consent, 
the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Ms. 
Jessie Mae Stephens Jones of Bowman, S.C.  Ms. Jones was a loving 
friend and community member who will be dearly missed.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 At 3:59 PM., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate adjourned to 
meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. 
 

* * * 
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