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Indi M Stricl
Indicates New Matter

The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood
adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.

A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion
by the Chaplain as follows:

Amos 5:24

Hear the Lord’s Word to us from the prophet, Amos: “But let justice
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

Friends, let us bow in prayer: O gracious Heavenly Father, during this
month of February we have found ourselves once again being reminded
that in this Nation we still have a long, long way to go before we are truly
the one people You would have us become. We do thank You for your
blessings, dear Lord, as well as for the many dedicated leaders--
throughout our State and here in this Senate -- who have worked
diligently to bring about opportunity and justice for all of our citizens.
Yet we cannot help but recall the words of the poet Robert Frost, that we
still “have promises to keep, and miles to go before we sleep.” So by
Your Spirit’s grace keep the flame of hope alive, O God, and continue to
guide us as we all labor further onward. In Your loving name we pray,
Lord. Amen.

The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of
Grand Juries and such like papers.

Call of the Senate
Senator SETZLER moved that a Call of the Senate be made. The
following Senators answered the Call:

Adams Alexander Allen

Bennett Cash Climer

Corbin Cromer Davis

Fanning Garrett Goldfinch
Grooms Harpootlian Hembree
Jackson Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael
Kimbrell Massey McElveen

Peeler Rankin Reichenbach
Rice Sabb Senn
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Setzler Shealy Stephens
Talley Tedder Turner
Verdin Williams Young

A quorum being present, the Senate resumed.

Doctor of the Day
Senator WILLIAMS introduced Dr. John Ropp of Darlington, S.C.,
Doctor of the Day.

Leave of Absence
On motion of Senator CROMER, at 11:55 A.M., Senator CAMPSEN
was granted a leave of absence for today.

Leave of Absence
On motion of Senator TEDDER, at 11:56 A.M., Senator MALLOY
was granted a leave of absence until 12:30 P.M.

CO-SPONSOR ADDED
The following co-sponsor was added to the respective Bill:
S. 1121 Sen. McLeod

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS
The following were introduced:

S. 1124 -- Senator Stephens: A SENATE RESOLUTION TO
EXPRESS PROFOUND SORROW UPON THE PASSING OF
MINNIE SUE BROWN CRAIG AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST
SYMPATHY TO HER FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.
sr-0591km-hw24.docx

The Senate Resolution was adopted.

S. 1125 -- Senator Grooms: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 50-5-1507,
RELATING TO THE COMMERCIAL FISHING OF HERRING, SO
AS TO REVISE THE SEASON FOR THE COMMERCIAL FISHING
OF HERRING ON CERTAIN WATERS OF THIS STATE.
sfgf-0028bc24.docx

Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Fish, Game and
Forestry.
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S. 1126 -- Senators Kimbrell, Peeler, Rice, M. Johnson, Adams,
Climer, Garrett, Cash, Young, Alexander and Reichenbach: A JOINT
RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 4,
ARTICLE II OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
RELATING TO VOTER QUALIFICATIONS, SO AS TO CLARIFY
THAT ONLY A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES AND OF THIS
STATE OF THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN AND UPWARDS WHO IS
PROPERLY REGISTERED IS ENTITLED TO VOTE AS PROVIDED
BY LAW.
sr-0616km?24.docx

Senator KIMBRELL spoke on the Resolution.

Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

S. 1127 -- Senators Grooms, Young, McElveen, Goldfinch, Matthews
and Fanning: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO DIRECT CERTAIN
MONIES IN THE STATE TREASURY BE PLACED IN A
SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FUND UNTIL THERE IS
RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE ORIGIN, OWNERSHIP, AND
CLASSIFICATION OF THOSE MONIES AND THE ORIGIN,
OWNERSHIP, AND CLASSIFICATION OF THOSE MONIES IS
CERTIFIED BY THE STATE TREASURER AND STATE AUDITOR.
sr-0619km24.docx

Senator GROOMS spoke on the Resolution.

Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.

H. 5174 -- Reps. May, Ballentine, Calhoon, Caskey, Forrest,
Kilmartin, McCabe, Ott, Taylor, White, Wooten, Alexander, Anderson,
Atkinson, Bailey, Bamberg, Bannister, Bauer, Beach, Bernstein,
Blackwell, Bradley, Brewer, Brittain, Burns, Bustos, Carter, Chapman,
Chumley, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Collins, Connell, B. J. Cox, B. L. Cox,
Crawford, Cromer, Davis, Dillard, Elliott, Erickson, Felder, Gagnon,
Garvin, Gatch, Gibson, Gilliam, Gilliard, Guest, Guffey, Haddon, Hager,
Hardee, Harris, Hart, Hartnett, Hayes, Henderson-Myers, Henegan,
Herbkersman, Hewitt, Hiott, Hixon, Hosey, Howard, Hyde, Jefferson, J.
E. Johnson, J. L. Johnson, S. Jones, W. Jones, Jordan, King, Kirby,
Landing, Lawson, Leber, Ligon, Long, Lowe, Magnuson, McCravy,
McDaniel, McGinnis, Mitchell, J. Moore, T. Moore, A. M. Morgan, T.
A. Morgan, Moss, Murphy, Neese, B. Newton, W. Newton, Nutt,
O'Neal, Oremus, Pace, Pedalino, Pendarvis, Pope, Rivers, Robbins,
Rose, Rutherford, Sandifer, Schuessler, Sessions, G. M. Smith, M. M.
Smith, Stavrinakis, Thayer, Thigpen, Trantham, Vaughan, Weeks, West,
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Wetmore, Wheeler, Whitmire, Williams, Willis and Yow: A
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE PROFOUND
SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA
GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPON THE PASSING OF BETTY LEE
BODIE KNOTTS OF WEST COLUMBIA, TO CELEBRATE HER
LIFE, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER
FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

lc-0650wab-rm24.docx

The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEE

Senator CROMER from the Committee on Banking and Insurance
submitted a favorable with amendment report on:

S. 434 -- Senator Alexander: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 38-78-55 SO
AS TO PROVIDE THAT NO CLAUSE OF A SERVICE CONTRACT
WHICH STATES THAT THE TERM OF THE CONTRACT SHALL
BE DEEMED RENEWED FOR A SPECIFIED ADDITIONAL
PERIOD, UNLESS THE SERVICE CONTRACT HOLDER GIVES
NOTICE TO THE PROVIDER OF HIS INTENTION TO
TERMINATE THE CONTRACT AT THE EXPIRATION OF THE
TERM, SHALL BE ENFORCEABLE AGAINST THE SERVICE
CONTRACT HOLDER.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Senator CROMER from the Committee on Banking and Insurance
submitted a favorable report on:

S. 746 -- Senator Cromer: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 34-21-10,
RELATING TO THE REQUIRED WRITTEN APPROVAL TO
CONDUCT TRUST BUSINESS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT
WRITTEN APPLICATION MUST BE MADE TO THE STATE
BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND TO DEFINE
“TRUST BUSINESS”.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Senator CROMER from the Committee on Banking and Insurance
submitted a favorable with amendment report on:

S. 1031 -- Senator Cromer: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF
TITLE 35, RELATING TO ANTI-MONEY LAUNDERING, SO AS
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TO INCORPORATE THE UNIFORM MONEY SERVICES ACT, TO
PROTECT THE PUBLIC FROM FINANCIAL CRIME,
STANDARDIZE THE TYPES OF ACTIVITIES THAT ARE
SUBJECT TO LICENSING, AND MODERNIZE SAFETY AND
SOUNDNESS REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE FUNDS ARE
PROTECTED IN AN ENVIRONMENT THAT SUPPORTS
INNOVATIVE AND COMPETITIVE BUSINESS PRACTICES.
Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Senator CROMER from the Committee on Banking and Insurance
submitted a favorable report on:

H. 3255 -- Reps. Jefferson, Henegan, Anderson, Sandifer, Rivers and
Gilliard: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF
LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 38-63-110 SO AS TO PROHIBIT
ISSUERS OF INDIVIDUAL LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES FROM
DISCRIMINATING AGAINST LIVING ORGAN DONORS; BY
ADDING SECTION 38-65-130 SO AS TO PROHIBIT ISSUERS OF
GROUP LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES FROM DISCRIMINATING
AGAINST LIVING ORGAN DONORS; BY ADDING SECTION
38-71-105 SO AS TO PROHIBIT ISSUERS OF DISABILITY
INCOME INSURANCE POLICIES FROM DISCRIMINATING
AGAINST LIVING ORGAN DONORS; AND BY ADDING
SECTION 38-72-110 SO AS TO PROHIBIT ISSUERS OF
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE POLICIES FROM
DISCRIMINATING AGAINST LIVING ORGAN DONORS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Message from the House
Columbia, S.C., February 28, 2024

Mr. President and Senators:

The House respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it concurs
in the amendments proposed by the Senate to:

H. 4895 -- Reps. Caskey, Jordan and Rutherford: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO FIX NOON ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7,
2024, AS THE TIME TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN
CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT, UPON HIS
RETIREMENT ON OR BEFORE JULY 31, 2024, AND THE
SUCCESSOR WILL FILL A NEW TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH
WILL EXPIRE JULY 31, 2034; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A
CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, SEAT §, WHOSE
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TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR
TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, SEAT 9,
AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF
THAT OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2028; TO ELECT A
JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE CIRCUIT
COURT, SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM
WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2024, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; TO ELECT
A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, UPON HIS RETIREMENT ON
OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2024, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL
FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2028; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN
JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT
A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN
JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
SEAT 1, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED
TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2025; TO
ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT, FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN
JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
SEAT 1, UPON HIS RETIREMENT ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER
31, 2024, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED
TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2025; TO
ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT, SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM
WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A
CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, EIGHTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024
TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE
CIRCUIT COURT, NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, WHOSE
TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2024, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; TO
ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, WHOSE TERM
WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A
CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, ELEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE
30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF
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THE CIRCUIT COURT, ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 2,
WHOSE TERM WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A
SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
TWELFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN
JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, SEAT 2, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL A NEW
TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2030; TO
ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT, THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, UPON HIS
RETIREMENT ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2024, AND THE
SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT
OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2028; TO ELECT A
SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY
CREATED SEAT FOR THE CIRCUIT COURT, FOURTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM
JULY 1, 2024, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A
NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE CIRCUIT COURT,
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM WILL
BE FROM JULY 1, 2024, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; TO ELECT A
SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
AT-LARGE, SEAT 4, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE
UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE
JUNE 30, 2027; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE
OF THE CIRCUIT COURT, AT-LARGE, SEAT 8, AND THE
SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT
OFFICE WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2027; TO ELECT A
SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
AT-LARGE, SEAT 11, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE
UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH EXPIRES JUNE 30,
2026; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT, AT-LARGE, SEAT 16, UPON HIS RETIREMENT
ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2024, AND THE SUCCESSOR
WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT OFFICE WHICH
WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2025; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY
CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2024,
UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; TO ELECT A JUDGE TO A NEWLY
CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY COURT, SEVENTH
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JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, WHOSE TERM WILL BE FROM
JULY 1, 2024, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR
TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, NINTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 4, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL
THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT OFFICE, WHICH WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2025; TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN
JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT, NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
SEAT 6, AND THE SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED
TERM OF THAT OFFICE, WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2028;
TO ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE
FAMILY COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, AND THE
SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT
OFFICE, WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2025; TO ELECT A
SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT,
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 1, UPON HIS
RETIREMENT ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 2024, AND THE
SUCCESSOR WILL FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THAT
OFFICE, WHICH WILL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2028; TO ELECT A
JUDGE TO A NEWLY CREATED SEAT FOR THE FAMILY
COURT, SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SEAT 3, WHOSE TERM
WILL BE FROM JULY 1, 2024, UNTIL JUNE 30, 2030; AND TO
ELECT A SUCCESSOR TO A CERTAIN JUDGE OF THE
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT, SEAT 1, WHOSE TERM WILL
EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2024.
Very respectfully,
Speaker of the House

Received as information.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE
UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.

READ THE THIRD TIME
SENT TO THE HOUSE

The following Bill was read the third time and ordered sent to the
House:

S. 1025 -- Senators Young, Massey, Setzler and Hutto: A BILL TO
AMEND ACT 588 OF 1986, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF SINGLE-MEMBER ELECTION DISTRICTS
FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD OF AIKEN COUNTY, SO AS TO
REAPPORTION THE DISTRICTS BEGINNING WITH THE
SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS IN 2024, TO REDESIGNATE THE
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MAP NUMBER ON WHICH THESE DISTRICTS MAY BE FOUND,
AND TO PROVIDE DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
REGARDING THE REAPPORTIONED ELECTION DISTRICTS.

On motion of Senator YOUNG.

HOUSE BILLS RETURNED

The following Bills were read the third time and ordered returned to
the House with amendments:

H. 3518 -- Reps. Felder and Williams: A BILL TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
56-1-395, RELATING TO THE DRIVER’S LICENSE
REINSTATEMENT FEE PAYMENT PROGRAM, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THE DRIVERS’ LICENSES ISSUED UNDER THIS
PROGRAM ARE VALID FOR AN ADDITIONAL SIX MONTHS, TO
REVISE THE AMOUNT OF REINSTATEMENT FEES OWED BY
PERSONS TO BECOME ELIGIBLE TO OBTAIN THESE DRIVERS’
LICENSES, TO REVISE THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE
ADMINISTRATIVE FEES COLLECTED, TO PROVIDE THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES MAY PROVIDE PERSONS
IN THE PROGRAM A FEE SCHEDULE OF THE AMOUNTS OWED
AND THE ABILITY TO MAKE ONLINE PAYMENTS, TO REVISE
THE TYPES OF DRIVERS’ LICENSE SUSPENSIONS THAT ARE
COVERED BY THIS SECTION, AND TO REVISE THE
FREQUENCY THAT PERSONS MAY PARTICIPATE IN THE
PROGRAM AND THE CONDITIONS FOR FUTURE
PARTICIPATION; BY AMENDING SECTION 56-1-396, RELATING
TO THE DRIVER’S LICENSE SUSPENSION AMNESTY PERIOD,
SO AS TO LIMIT THE TYPES OF QUALIFYING SUSPENSIONS;
BY AMENDING SECTION 56-10-240, RELATING TO THE
REQUIREMENT THAT UPON LOSS OF INSURANCE, NEW
INSURANCE MUST BE OBTAINED OR PERSONS MUST
SURRENDER THEIR REGISTRATION AND PLATES, WRITTEN
NOTICE BY INSURERS, APPEAL OF SUSPENSIONS,
ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES, SO AS TO REVISE THE
PERIOD OF TIME VEHICLE OWNERS MUST SURRENDER
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES AND REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATES FOR CERTAIN UNINSURED MOTOR VEHICLES,
TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT GIVES THE DEPARTMENT
OF MOTOR VEHICLES DISCRETION TO AUTHORIZE INSURERS
TO UTILIZE ALTERNATE METHODS OF PROVIDING CERTAIN
NOTICES TO THE DEPARTMENT, TO DELETE THE PROVISION
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THAT ALLOWS CERTAIN PERSONS TO APPEAL CERTAIN
SUSPENSIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE FOR
FAILURE TO MEET THE STATE’S FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS IN ERROR, AND TO ALLOW THESE PERSONS
TO PROVIDE CERTAIN DOCUMENTS TO SHOW THE
SUSPENSION WAS ISSUED IN ERROR; BY AMENDING
SECTION 56-10-245, RELATING TO PER DIEM FINES FOR LAPSE
IN REQUIRED COVERAGE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THE FINES
CONTAINED IN THE SECTION MAY NOT EXCEED TWO
HUNDRED DOLLARS PER VEHICLE FOR A FIRST OFFENSE; BY
AMENDING ARTICLE 5 OF CHAPTER 10, TITLE 56, RELATING
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNINSURED MOTORIST
FUND, SO AS TO REVISE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE
TO REGULATE THE OPERATION OF UNINSURED MOTOR
VEHICLES, TO DELETE PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT AND COLLECTION OF UNINSURED MOTOR
VEHICLE FEES, TO MAKE TECHNICAL CHANGES, TO REVISE
THE AMOUNT OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE REINSTATEMENT
FEE AND PROVIDE IT SHALL BE INCREASED ANNUALLY, TO
PROVIDE SUSPENDED LICENSES, REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATES, LICENSE PLATES, AND DECALS MAY BE
RETURNED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES BY
ELECTRONIC MEANS OR IN PERSON, AND TO DELETE THE
PROVISIONS THAT REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES TO COLLECT STATISTICS REGARDING VARIOUS
MOTOR  VEHICLE REGISTRATION, INSURANCE, AND
UNINSURED MOTORIST FUND ISSUES.

H. 4116 -- Reps. Sandifer, M.M. Smith and King: A BILL TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING
SECTION 40-19-295 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE DIVIDING OF FEES
OR OTHER COMPENSATION CHARGED OR RECEIVED BY
LICENSEES OF THE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICES WITH
ANOTHER  PERSON, PARTNERSHIP, CORPORATION,
ASSOCIATION, OR LEGAL ENTITY FOR THE DELIVERY OR
PERFORMANCE OF FUNERAL SERVICES; BY AMENDING
SECTION  32-7-100, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS REGULATING PRENEED
FUNERAL CONTRACTS, SO AS TO INCREASE FINE RANGES
AND PERMANENTLY BAR PERSONS CONVICTED OF A
FELONY FROM CONDUCTING PRENEED CONTRACT SALES;

10
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BY AMENDING SECTION 32-7-110, RELATING TO THE
INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST UNLICENSED
PRENEED CONTRACT SALES PROVIDERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE
COMPLAINTS TO WHICH THE DEPARTMENT SHALL RESPOND
MAY BE WRITTEN OR ORAL; BY AMENDING SECTION
32-8-360, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE
SAFE CREMATION ACT, SO AS TO INCREASE MONETARY
FINES AND REQUIRE IMMEDIATE REPORTING OF
VIOLATIONS TO THE BOARD; BY AMENDING SECTION
32-8-385, RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS THAT CREMATORIES
EMPLOY CERTAIN TRAINED STAFF TO PERFORM
CREMATIONS, SO AS TO REQUIRE ALL CREMATIONS BE
PERFORMED BY THESE TRAINED STAFF MEMBERS; BY
AMENDING SECTION 40-19-20, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS
CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF EMBALMERS AND
FUNERAL DIRECTORS, SO AS TO REVISE CERTAIN
DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-19-30, RELATING
TO THE REQUIREMENT OF LICENSURE TO PRACTICE
FUNERAL SERVICES, SO AS TO PROVIDE CONDUCT
CONSTITUTING THE PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICES
INCLUDES PARTIES WHO EXERCISE ANY CONTROL OR
AUTHORITY OVER A FUNERAL ESTABLISHMENT OR ITS
EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, OR REPRESENTATIVES, AND TO
PROHIBIT CORPORATIONS, PARTNERSHIPS, OR INDIVIDUALS
IN WHOSE NAME APPEARS THE NAME OF A PERSON WITH A
REVOKED OR LAPSED LICENSE FROM HAVING A LICENSE TO
OPERATE A FUNERAL HOME; BY AMENDING SECTION
40-19-70, RELATING TO POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD,
SO AS TO PROVIDE BOARD MEMBERS, COMMITTEES, OR
EMPLOYEES MAY NOT BE LIABLE FOR ACTS PERFORMED IN
THE COURSE OF THEIR OFFICIAL DUTIES IN THE ABSENCE OF
MALICE SHOWN AND PROVEN IN A COURT OF COMPETENT
JURISDICTION; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-19-80, RELATING
TO INSPECTORS EMPLOYED BY THE BOARD, SO AS TO
INSTEAD REQUIRE THE BOARD TO EMPLOY AT LEAST TWO
INVESTIGATORS WHO MAY BE LICENSED EMBALMERS AND
FUNERAL DIRECTORS WITH CERTAIN EXPERIENCE BUT WHO
HAVE NOT BEEN DISCIPLINED; BY AMENDING SECTION
40-19-110, RELATING TO CONDUCT CONSTITUTING
UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT BY A LICENSEE OF THE BOARD,
SO AS TO MAKE GRAMMATICAL CHANGES; BY AMENDING

11
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SECTION 40-19-115, RELATING TO JURISDICTION OF THE
BOARD, SO AS TO INCLUDE UNLICENSED PERSONS WITH
THIS JURISDICTION; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-19-200,
RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF PROVISIONS
PROHIBITING THE PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICES
WITHOUT A LICENSE OR USING FALSE INFORMATION TO
OBTAIN SUCH LICENSURE, SO AS TO INCREASE MONETARY
FINES, AND TO SUBJECT PERSONS WHO AID AND ABET
UNLICENSED PERSONS OR ENTITIES IN ENGAGING IN THE
PRACTICE OF FUNERAL SERVICE WITHOUT LICENSURE TO
THESE PENALTIES; BY AMENDING SECTION 40-19-250,
RELATING TO CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS, SO AS
TO REQUIRE CERTAIN COURSEWORK IN ETHICS, TO REQUIRE
FOUR HOURS OF TOTAL ANNUAL COURSEWORK, TO
REQUIRE A CERTAIN PORTION OF THIS COURSEWORK TO BE
IN ETHICS, AND TO REQUIRE A CERTAIN PORTION OF THIS
COURSEWORK BE COMPLETED IN PERSON; AND BY
AMENDING SECTION 40-19-290, RELATING TO THE
FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITIES OF FUNERAL
ESTABLISHMENTS WITH RESPECT TO PAYMENTS RECEIVED
FOR FUNERAL MERCHANDISE BEING PURCHASED, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THESE PAYMENTS MUST BE KEPT IN A TRUST
ACCOUNT UNTIL THE MERCHANDISE IS DELIVERED FOR ITS
INTENDED USE OR IS DELIVERED INTO THE PHYSICAL
POSSESSION OF THE PURCHASER.

READ THE THIRD TIME
SENT TO THE HOUSE

The following Bills were read the third time and ordered sent to the
House:

S. 235 -- Senators Adams, Gustafson, Senn, McLeod and Matthews:
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
ADDING SECTION 23-3-340 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT UPON
REQUEST OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, A WIRELESS
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER SHALL PROVIDE CALL
LOCATION INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVICE OF THE USER TO THE LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO A CALL
FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES OR IN AN EMERGENCY
SITUATION THAT INVOLVES THE RISK OF DEATH OR
SERIOUS PHYSICAL HARM, TO PROVIDE A CIVIL OR

12
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CRIMINAL ACTION MAY NOT BE BROUGHT AGAINST A
WIRELESS SERVICE PROVIDER UNDER THIS SECTION UNDER
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, AND TO PROVIDE SLED SHALL
OBTAIN CONTACT INFORMATION FROM WIRELESS SERVICE
PROVIDERS TO FACILITATE A REQUEST FROM A LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

S. 881 -- Senators M. Johnson, McLeod, Devine and Rankin: A BILL
TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
ADDING THE “PROHIBITION OF UNFAIR REAL ESTATE
SERVICE AGREEMENTS ACT”; AND TO MAKE THE
PROHIBITIONS EFFECTIVE FOR ANY UNFAIR REAL ESTATE
SERVICE AGREEMENTS THAT ARE RECORDED ON THE
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT OR THAT ARE EXECUTED
MODIFIED, EXTENDED, OR AMENDED ON OR AFTER THE
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT.

S. 947 -- Senators Hembree, Senn, McLeod and Rankin: A BILL TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 16-3-910, RELATING TO KIDNAPPING, SO
AS TO ALLOW SENTENCING FOR THE CRIME OF KIDNAPPING
AND OTHER CRIMES.

S. 780 -- Senator Gustafson: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 41-18-30,
RELATING TO APPLICABILITY AND EXCEPTIONS FOR THE
SOUTH CAROLINA AMUSEMENT RIDES SAFETY CODE, SO AS
TO PROVIDE THAT AN INDIVIDUAL IS ALLOWED TO
OPERATE A SUPER-KART IF THEY ARE EIGHTEEN YEARS OF
AGE OR OLDER OR ARE FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER
AND HOLD A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE OR PERMIT.

READ THE SECOND TIME

S. 962 -- Senator Cromer: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 38-71-
2330, RELATING TO DUTIES OF PHARMACY SERVICE
ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATIONS, SO AS TO REMOVE THE
REQUIREMENT THAT PHARMACY SERVICE
ADMINISTRATIVE = ORGANIZATIONS MUST ACT AS
FIDUCTARIES TO PHARMACIES.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.
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The question being the second reading of the Bill.

The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 42; Nays 0
AYES
Adams Alexander Allen
Bennett Climer Corbin
Cromer Davis Devine
Fanning Gambrell Garrett
Goldfinch Grooms Gustafson
Harpootlian Hembree Hutto
Jackson Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael
Kimbrell Loftis Massey
Matthews McElveen McLeod
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach
Rice Sabb Senn
Setzler Shealy Stephens
Talley Tedder Turner
Verdin Williams Young
Total--42
NAYS
Total--0

The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third
reading.

CARRIED OVER

S. 1052 -- Fish, Game and Forestry Committee: A JOINT
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, RELATING TO
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA REGULATIONS,
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5251,
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23,
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS.

On motion of Senator HUTTO, the Resolution was carried over.
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RECOMMITTED

S. 1053 -- Fish, Game and Forestry Committee: A JOINT
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION -
STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION FOR FORESTERS,
RELATING TO QUORUM, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION
DOCUMENT NUMBER 5187, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS
OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS.

On motion of Senator GOLDFINCH, the Resolution was recommitted
to Committee on Fish, Game and Forestry.

READ THE SECOND TIME

S. 839 -- Senators Alexander, Senn, Rankin and Shealy: A BILL TO
AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 16-3-85, RELATING TO HOMICIDE BY
CHILD ABUSE, SO AS TO INCREASE THE AGE OF A CHILD
UNDER THIS SECTION FROM UNDER THE AGE OF ELEVEN TO
UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.

The question being the second reading of the Bill.

The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 43; Nays 0
AYES

Adams Alexander Allen
Bennett Cash Climer
Corbin Cromer Davis
Devine Fanning Gambrell
Garrett Goldfinch Grooms
Gustafson Harpootlian Hembree
Hutto Jackson Johnson, Kevin
Johnson, Michael Kimbrell Loftis
Massey Matthews McElveen
McLeod Peeler Rankin
Reichenbach Rice Sabb
Senn Setzler Shealy
Stephens Talley Tedder
Turner Verdin Williams
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Young

Total--43
NAYS
Total--0

The Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third
reading.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED
AMENDED, READ THE SECOND TIME
S. 877 -- Senators Senn, Shealy, Gustafson, McLeod and Devine: A
BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
ADDING SECTION 63-5-90 SO AS TO DEFINE NECESSARY
TERMS, CREATE THE OFFENSE OF LURING A CHILD INTO A
CONVEYANCE, DWELLING, OR STRUCTURE, AND PROVIDE A
PENALTY AND DEFENSES TO PROSECUTION.
The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.

The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment (SJ-
877.SW0005S), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking Section
63-5-90(B)(1) and (2) and inserting:

(B)(1) A person eighteen years of age or older who, with the intent to
commit a crime, lures, entices, or attempts to lure or entice a child who
is thirteen years of age or older into a conveyance, dwelling, or structure
without the consent, express or implied, of the child’s parent or legal
guardian for a:

(a) first offense, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,
must be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more
than one year; or

(b) second or subsequent offense, is guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction, must be fined not more than one thousand dollars or
imprisoned not more than three years, or both.

(2) A person eighteen years of age or older who, with the intent to
commit a crime, lures, entices, or attempts to lure or entice a child who
is under the age of thirteen years into a conveyance, dwelling, or
structure without the consent, express or implied, of the child’s parent or
legal guardian for a:
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(a) first offense, is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must
be fined not more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than
five years; or

(b) second or subsequent offense, is guilty of a felony and, upon
conviction, must be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or
imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

Amend the bill further, SECTION 1, by striking Section 63-5-90(C)
and inserting:

(C) Mistake of age is not a defense to prosecution pursuant to the
provisions of this section.

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Senator HUTTO explained the amendment.
The amendment was adopted.

Senator HARPOOTLIAN proposed the following amendment (SJ-
877.SW0006S), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting
words and inserting:

SECTION 1. Chapter 5, Title 63 of the S.C. Code is amended by
adding:

Section 63-5-90. (A) As used in this section, the term:

(1) “Child” means a person under sixteen years of age.

(2) “Conveyance” means any motor vehicle as defined in Section
56-1-10, ship, vessel, railroad car, trailer, aircraft, or sleeping car.

(3) “Dwelling” means a building or conveyance of any kind, either
temporary or permanent, mobile or immobile, which has a roof over it
and is designed to be occupied by persons lodging together, including
the surrounding area.

(4) “Structure” means a building of any kind, either temporary or
permanent, which has a roof over it, including the surrounding area.

(B) Unless the circumstances reasonably indicate that the child is in
need of assistance, a person eighteen years of age or older who lures,
entices, or attempts to lure or entice a child into a conveyance, dwelling,
or structure without the consent, express or implied, of the child’s parent
or legal guardian is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined
not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten
years, or both.
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(C) Mistake of age is not a defense to prosecution pursuant to the
provisions of this section. However, it is an affirmative defense to

prosecution pursuant to the provisions of this section if the:

(1) person lured, enticed, or attempted to lure or entice, the child
into the conveyance, dwelling, or structure for a lawful purpose; or
(2) person’s actions were otherwise reasonable under the
circumstances, and he did not have the intent to harm the health, safety,
or welfare of the child.
(D) The penalties provided in this section are in addition to other
penalties as provided by law for kidnapping or any other offense, as
warranted. The offense of luring a child is not intended to be a lesser

included offense of kidnapping or any other offense.

SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Senator HARPOOTLIAN explained the amendment.

The amendment was adopted.

The question being the second reading of the Bill.

The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:
Ayes 43; Nays 0

Adams
Bennett
Corbin
Devine
Garrett
Gustafson
Hutto
Johnson, Michael
Massey
McLeod
Reichenbach
Senn
Stephens
Turner
Young

AYES
Alexander
Cash
Cromer
Fanning
Goldfinch
Harpootlian
Jackson
Kimbrell
Matthews
Peeler
Rice
Setzler
Talley
Verdin
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Total--43

NAYS
Total--0

There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

OBJECTION

S. 954 -- Senators Hembree, Senn and Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION
17-13-142 SO AS TO AUTHORIZE A LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER, A CIRCUIT SOLICITOR, OR THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL TO REQUIRE THE DISCLOSURE OF ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATIONS AND OTHER RELATED RECORDS BY A
PROVIDER OF AN ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION SERVICE
OR REMOTE COMPUTING SERVICE UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES.

Senator MALLOY objected to consideration of the Bill.

OBJECTION

S. 995 -- Senators Hutto, Shealy, Reichenbach, Devine, Senn, McLeod
and Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE
OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 16-15-375, RELATING TO
DEFINITIONS APPLICABLE TO SECTIONS 16-15-385 THROUGH
16-15-425, SO AS TO DEFINE IDENTIFIABLE MINOR AND
MORPHED IMAGE; BY AMENDING SECTION 16-15-395,
RELATING TO FIRST DEGREE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A
MINOR, SO AS TO INCLUDE MORPHED IMAGES OF
IDENTIFIABLE CHILDREN AS AN OFFENSE; BY AMENDING
SECTION 16-15-405, RELATING TO SECOND DEGREE SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION OF A MINOR, SO AS TO INCLUDE MORPHED
IMAGES OF IDENTIFIABLE CHILDREN AS AN OFFENSE; BY
AMENDING SECTION 16-15-410, RELATING TO THIRD DEGREE
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A MINOR, SO AS TO INCLUDE
MORPHED IMAGES OF IDENTIFIABLE CHILDREN AS AN
OFFENSE; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 23-3-430, RELATING
TO THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY, SO AS TO INCLUDE THOSE
GUILTY OF CRIMINAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A MINOR
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IN THE FIRST, SECOND, OR THIRD DEGREE AS A TIER II
OFFENDER.
Senator MALLOY objected to consideration of the Bill.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT TABLED
AMENDED, READ THE SECOND TIME
S. 996 -- Senators Hutto, Shealy, Reichenbach, Senn, McLeod and
Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF
LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 16-15-390 SO AS TO CREATE THE
OFFENSE OF OBSCENE VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS OF CHILD
SEXUAL ABUSE, DEFINE TERMS, AND ESTABLISH
PENALTIES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 23-3-430,
RELATING TO THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY, SO AS TO ADD
THE OFFENSE OF OBSCENE VISUAL REPRESENTATIONS OF
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE TO THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY.
The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.

The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment (SJ-
996.MB0003S), which was tabled:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking the first
undesignated paragraph in Section 16-15-390 and inserting:

Section 16-15-390. (A) As used in this section:

Amend the bill further, SECTION 1, by striking Section 16-15-390(D)
and inserting:

(D) The offense is a misdemeanor to be heard by the family court if
the person charged under this section is a minor, and the minor has no
prior adjudication under this statute or for any offense for which a person
may be included in the sex offender registry. The family court may order
behavioral health counseling from an appropriate agency or provider, as
a condition of adjudicating a minor.

(E) It is not a required element of any offense under this section that
the minor depicted actually exists.

(F) This section does not apply to an employee of a law enforcement
agency, including the State Law Enforcement Division, a prosecuting
agency, including the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office, or the
South Carolina Department of Corrections who, while acting within the
employee’s official capacity in the course of an investigation or criminal
proceeding, is in possession of material that contains a visual
representation of a minor engaging in sexual activity or appearing in a
state of sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person would infer
the purpose is sexual stimulation. An employee’s official capacity in the
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course of such investigation or criminal proceeding includes making
materials available for inspection to the defendant’s counsel in response
to discovery requests.

Amend the bill further, SECTION 2, by striking Section 23-3-
430(C)(2)(i) and inserting:

(1) obscene visual representations of child sexual abuse (Section
16-15-390). If the person is under eighteen years of age and was
adjudicated in the family court, the adjudicated minor is not an offender
and is not required to register pursuant to the provisions of this article.

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Senator HUTTO moved to lay the amendment on the table.
The amendment was laid on the table.

Senator HUTTO proposed the following amendment (SJ-
996.MB0006S), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking Section
16-15-390 and inserting:

Section 16-15-390. (A) As used in this section:

(1) “Obscene” has the same meaning as Section 16-15-305.

(2) “Visual depiction or representation” means and includes
undeveloped film and videotape, and data stored on a computer disk or
by electronic means that is capable of conversion into a visual image,
and also includes any photograph, film, video, picture, digital image or
picture, computer image or picture, or computer-generated image or
picture, whether made or produced by electronic, mechanical, or other
means.

(B) Any person who knowingly produces, distributes, receives, or
possesses with intent to distribute, a visual depiction or representation of
any kind, including a drawing, cartoon, sculpture, or painting that depicts
a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct, sexually explicit activity,
or sexually explicit nudity, and is obscene, or attempts or conspires to do
so, is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be imprisoned not
less than two years nor more than ten years. No part of the minimum
sentence may be suspended nor is the individual convicted eligible for
parole until he has served the minimum sentence.

(C) Any person who knowingly possesses a visual depiction or
representation of any kind, including a drawing, cartoon, sculpture, or
painting, that depicts a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct,
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sexually explicit activity, or sexually explicit nudity, and is obscene, or
attempts or conspires to do so is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction,
must be imprisoned no more than ten years.

(D) The offense is a misdemeanor to be heard by the family court if
the person charged under this section is a minor, and the minor has no
prior adjudication under this section or for any offense for which a person
may be included in the sex offender registry. The family court may order
behavioral health counseling from an appropriate agency or provider, as
a condition of adjudicating a minor.

(E) It is not a required element of any offense under this section that
the minor depicted actually exists.

(F) This section does not apply to an employee of a law enforcement
agency, including the State Law Enforcement Division, a prosecuting
agency, including the South Carolina Attorney General’s Office, or the
South Carolina Department of Corrections, who, while acting within the
employee’s official capacity in the course of an investigation or criminal
proceeding, is in possession of material that contains a visual
representation of a minor engaging in sexual activity or appearing in a
state of sexually explicit nudity when a reasonable person would infer
the purpose is sexual stimulation. An employee’s official capacity in the
course of such investigation or criminal proceeding includes making
materials available for inspection to the defendant’s counsel in response
to discovery requests.

Amend the bill further, by striking SECTION 2 and inserting:
SECTION X. Sections 23-3-430(C)(1) and (2) of the S.C. Code are
amended to read:

(C)(1) For purposes of this article, a person who has been convicted
of, or pled guilty or nolo contendere to any of the following offenses,
shall be referred to as a Tier I offender:

(a) criminal sexual conduct in the third degree (Section 16-3-
654);

(b) kidnapping (Section 16-3-910) of a person eighteen years of
age or older except when the court makes a finding on the record that the
offense did not include a criminal sexual offense or an attempted
criminal sexual offense;

(c) incest (Section 16-15-20);

(d) buggery (Section 16-15-120);

(e) peeping, voyeurism, or aggravated voyeurism (Section 16-17-
470);

(f) a person, regardless of age, who has been convicted or pled
guilty or nolo contendere in this State, or who has been convicted or pled
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guilty or nolo contendere in a comparable court in the United States, or
who has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere in the United
States federal courts of indecent exposure or of a similar offense in other
jurisdictions is required to register pursuant to the provisions of this
article if the court makes a specific finding on the record that, based on
the circumstances of the case, the convicted person should register as a
sex offender;

(g) sexual intercourse with a patient or trainee (Section 44-23-
1150);

(h) administering, distributing, dispensing, delivering, or aiding,
abetting, attempting, or conspiring to administer, distribute, dispense, or
deliver a controlled substance or gamma hydroxy butyrate to an
individual with the intent to commit a crime listed in Section 44-53-
370(f), except petit larceny or grand larceny;

(i) any other offense as described in Section 23-3-430(D), or

(j) any other offense required by Title I of the federal Adam
Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109-248), the
Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORNA):; or

(k) obscene visual representation of child sexual abuse (Section
16-15-390). If the person is under eighteen years of age and was
adjudicated in the family court, the adjudicated minor is not an offender
and is not required to register pursuant to the provisions of this article.

(2) For purposes of this article, a person who has been convicted of,
or pled guilty or nolo contendere to any of the following offenses, shall
be referred to as a Tier II offender:

(a) criminal sexual conduct in the second degree (Section 16-3-

653);

(b) engaging a child for sexual performance (Section 16-3-810);

(c) producing, directing, or promoting sexual performance by a
child (Section 16-3-820);

(d) trafficking in persons (Section 16-3-2020) except when the
court makes a finding on the record that the offense did not include a
criminal sexual offense or an attempted criminal sexual offense;

(e) criminal sexual conduct with minors, second degree (Section
16-3-655(B)). If evidence is presented at the criminal proceeding, or in
any court of competent jurisdiction, and the court makes a specific
finding on the record that the conviction obtained for this offense
resulted from consensual sexual conduct, as contained in Section 16-3-
655(B)(2), provided the offender is eighteen years of age or less, or
consensual sexual conduct between persons under sixteen years of age,
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the convicted person is not an offender and is not required to register
pursuant to the provisions of this article;

(f) criminal sexual conduct with minors, third degree (Section 16-
3-655(C)). If evidence is presented at the criminal proceeding, or in any
court of competent jurisdiction, and the court makes a specific finding
on the record that the conviction obtained for this offense resulted from
consensual sexual conduct, as contained in Section 16-3-655(B)(2),
provided the offender is eighteen years of age or less, or consensual
sexual conduct between persons under sixteen years of age, the convicted
person is not an offender and is not required to register pursuant to the
provisions of this article;

(g) criminal solicitation of a minor if the purpose or intent of the
solicitation or attempted solicitation was to:

(i) persuade, induce, entice, or coerce the person solicited to
engage or participate in sexual activity as defined in Section 16-15-
375(5);

(i1) perform a sexual activity in the presence of the person
solicited (Section 16-15-342); or

(h) violations of Article 3, Chapter 15, Title 16 involving a minor,
except as otherwise provided in this article.

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Senator HUTTO explained the amendment.
The amendment was adopted.

Senator GOLDFINCH proposed the following amendment (SR-
996.JG0007S), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding an appropriately
numbered SECTION to read:
SECTION X. Section 23-3-462(A) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

(A) After successful completion of the requirements of this section, an
offender may apply to the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division for
the termination of the requirements of registration pursuant to this article.
If it is determined that the offender has met the requirements of this
section, SLED shall remove the offender's name and identifying
information from the sex offender registry and shall notify the offender
within one hundred twenty days that the offender has been relieved of
the registration requirements of this article.
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(1) An offender may file a request for termination of the
requirement of registration with SLED, in a form and process established
by the agency:

(a) after fifteen years of having been registered for-atlteastfifteen
years-or after fifteen years from the date of discharge from incarceration
without supervision, or the termination of active supervision of
probation, parole, or any other active alternative to incarceration if the
offender was required to register based on an adjudication of
delinquency or the offender was—required—to—register—asis a Tier |
offender;

(b) after twenty-five years of having been registered for-atteast
twentyfive-yearsor after twenty-five years from the date of discharge
from incarceration without supervision, or the termination of active
supervision of probation, parole, or any other active alternative to
incarceration, if the offender was convicted as an adult, and wasrequired
to-register-asis a Tier II offender;

(c) an-a Tier I or Tier Il offender who was required to register as
an offender because of a conviction in another state or because of a
federal conviction may apply to be removed from the requirements of
the registry if he is eligible to be removed under the laws of the
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred.

(2) An offender who was convicted as an adult, and who is required
to register as a Tier III offender may not file a request for termination of
registration with SLED nor shall any such request be granted pursuant to
this subsection.

(3) The requesting offender must have successfully completed all
sex offender treatment programs that have been required.

(4) The requesting offender must not have been convicted of failure
to register within the previous ten years.

(5) The offender must not have been convicted of any additional
sexual offense or violent sexual offense after being placed on the
registry.

(6) A filing fee, as set by SLED but not to exceed two hundred fifty
dollars, shall be paid to file the request for termination of registration
requirements. The initial application may be filed with SLED and the
administrative review may begin one hundred twenty days prior to the
date specified in subsection (A)(1); however, any removal may not
occur prior to the date specified.

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.
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Senator GOLDFINCH explained the amendment.

The amendment was adopted.
The question being the second reading of the Bill.

The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 43; Nays 0
AYES
Adams Alexander Allen
Bennett Cash Climer
Corbin Cromer Davis
Devine Fanning Gambrell
Garrett Goldfinch Grooms
Gustafson Harpootlian Hembree
Hutto Jackson Johnson, Kevin
Johnson, Michael Kimbrell Loftis
Massey Matthews McElveen
McLeod Peeler Rankin
Reichenbach Rice Sabb
Senn Setzler Shealy
Stephens Talley Tedder
Turner Verdin Williams
Young
Total--43
NAYS
Total--0

There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED
READ THE SECOND TIME
H. 3355 -- Reps. Moss and Lawson: A BILL TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION
56-5-4072 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TOWING TRUCK WITH A
FIFTH WHEEL ASSEMBLY MAY TOW ONE ADDITIONAL
VEHICLE, TO PROVIDE A MAXIMUM LENGTH FOR THIS
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COMBINATION OF VEHICLES, TO PROVIDE THE MAXIMUM
WEIGHT FOR THE FINAL TRAILING VEHICLE, AND TO
PROVIDE A TRUCK OPERATING A TOWING COMBINATION
MUST INCLUDE A VIDEO SYSTEM WHICH ALLOWS THE
DRIVER TO MONITOR THE FINAL TRAILING VEHICLE AS IT IS
BEING TOWED AND BE EQUIPPED WITH CERTAIN SAFETY
DEVICES.
The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.

The Committee on Transportation proposed the following amendment
(SR-3355.KM0002S), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 1, by striking Section
56-5-4072 and inserting:

Section 56-5-4072. The operator of a vehicle utilizing a fifth wheel
assembly may tow one additional trailing vehicle, provided that:

(1) the operator has been issued a classified driver’s license by the
department;

(2) the operation is for private, recreational purposes only;

(3) the combined length of all three vehicles does not exceed sixty-
five feet, inclusive of front and rear bumpers and load;

(4) the weight of the final trailer with its load does not exceed three
thousand pounds;

(5) the towing truck is equipped with a functioning video system that
enables the operator to monitor the final trailer as it is being towed; and

(6) in addition to the drawbar, tongue, trailer hitch, or other primary
connection, the final trailer is attached by a safety chain, safety cable, or
equivalent safety device. Both the primary connection and the safety
device must be of sufficient strength to retain the connection between the
fifth wheel assembly and the final trailer under all conditions while the
final trailer is being towed.

Amend the bill further, by striking SECTION 2 and inserting;:
SECTION 2. This act takes effect sixty days after approval by the
Governor.

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Senator CLIMER explained the amendment.
The amendment was adopted.

The question being the second reading of the Bill.
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The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:
Ayes 30; Nays 12

AYES
Alexander Allen Climer
Corbin Cromer Davis
Devine Fanning Gambrell
Goldfinch Grooms Harpootlian
Jackson Kimbrell Loftis
Matthews McElveen McLeod
Peeler Rankin Reichenbach
Rice Sabb Shealy
Talley Tedder Turner
Verdin Williams Young
Total--30
NAYS
Adams Bennett Cash
Garrett Gustafson Hembree
Hutto Johnson, Kevin Johnson, Michael
Massey Senn Setzler
Total--12

There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

H. 3355--Ordered to a Third Reading
On motion of Senator PEELER, H. 3355 was ordered to receive a third
reading on Friday, March 1, 2024.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED
READ THE SECOND TIME

S. 968 -- Senators Peeler and Rankin: A BILL TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
56-1-80(A)(6) AND (B), RELATING TO APPLICATIONS FOR
DRIVER’S LICENSE OR PERMIT, SO AS TO ALLOW AN
APPLICANT TO VOLUNTARILY DISCLOSE HIS BLOOD TYPE.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill.
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The Committee on Transportation proposed the following amendment
(SR-968. KM0006S), which was adopted:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting
words and inserting:
SECTION 1. Section 56-1-80 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

Section 56-1-80. (A) An application for a driver's license or permit
must:

(1) be made upon the form furnished by the department;

(2) be accompanied by the proper fee and acceptable proof of date
and place of birth;

(3) contain the full name, date of birth, sex, race, and residence
address of the applicant and briefly describe the applicant;

(4) state whether the applicant has been licensed as an operator or
chauffeur and, if so, when and by what state or country;

(5) state whether a license or permit has been suspended or revoked
or whether an application has been refused and, if so, the date of and
reason for the suspension, revocation, or refusal;

(6) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose a permanent medical
condition, provided that the disclosure is made on a form prescribed by
the department and includes a certification from a physician licensed in
this State, as defined in Chapter 47, Title 40 that affirms the existence of
the medical condition. The medical condition must be indicated by a
symbol designated by the department on the driver's license and
contained in the driver's record. The motor vehicle record of a driver
may not contain more than three permanent medical conditions unless
subitem (A)(8) or (A)(9) applies;

(7) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose that he is an organ and
tissue donor, which must be indicated by a symbol designated by the
department on the driver's license and contained in the driver's record;

(8) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose that he is autistic,
which must be indicated by a symbol designated by the department on
the driver's license and contained in the driver's record. The applicant
must provide documentation that he is autistic from a physician licensed
in this State, as defined in Section 40-47-20(35);—ané

(9) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose blood type, provided
that the disclosure is made on a form prescribed by the department and
includes a certification from a physician or medical provider. Blood type
must be indicated by a symbol designated by the department on the
driver's license and contained in the driver's record. The department may
use the same symbol used to indicate voluntary disclosure of a permanent
medical condition; and
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9)(10) include a statement that certain driver's license and driver's
record information may be released, upon request, pursuant to subsection
(B).

(B)(1) The information contained on a driver's license and in the
driver's department records pertaining to a person's permanent medical
condition, as provided for in item (A)(6) or item (A)(8), or blood type,
as provided for in item (A)(9). must be made available, upon request only
to:

(a) law enforcement, emergency medical services, and hospital
personnel;

(b) the medical advisory board pursuant to Section 56-1-221;

(c) permitted entities pursuant to the Driver Privacy Protection
Act, 18 U.S.C.A. 2721; and

(d) the person to whom the records of the permanent medical
condition applies.

(2) The information contained on a driver's license and in the
driver's department records pertaining to a person's organ and tissue
donor status, as provided for in item (A)(7), must be made available,
upon request only to:

(a) law enforcement, emergency medical services, and hospital
personnel; and

(b) the South Carolina Donor Referral Network, as provided for
in Section 44-43-910.

(3) The information contained on a driver's license and in the
driver's department records pertaining to a person's permanent medical
condition, as provided for in item (A)(6) or item (A)(8), and pertaining
to a person's organ and tissue donor status, as provided for in item (A)(7),
or blood type, as provided for in item (A)(9), may not be sold and is
exempt from disclosure pursuant to Chapter 4, Title 30, the South
Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

(4) No cause of action may arise nor may liability be imposed
against any person, government entity, or government entity officer,
agent, or employee arising from any action taken by any person in
reliance upon an inaccurate blood type indicated on a person’s driver’s
license or driver’s record when the license holder, physician, or medical
provider provided the inaccurate blood type on the forms required
pursuant to this section.

(C)(1) Whenever an application is received from a person previously
licensed or permitted in another state, the Department of Motor Vehicles
may request a copy of the applicant's record from the other state. When
received, the record becomes a part of the driver's record in this State
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with the same effect as though entered on the operator's record in this
State in the original instance. Every person who obtains a driver's license
or permit for the first time in South Carolina and every person who
renews his driver's license or permit in South Carolina must be furnished
a written request form for completion and verification of liability
insurance coverage.

(2) The completed and verified form or an affidavit prepared by the
department showing that neither he, nor a resident relative, owns a motor
vehicle subject to the provisions of this chapter, must be delivered to the
department at the time the license or permit is issued or renewed.

SECTION 2. This act takes effect six months after approval by the
Governor.

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Senator GROOMS explained the amendment.

The amendment was adopted.

The question being the second reading of the Bill.

The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 44; Nays 0
AYES

Adams Alexander Allen
Bennett Cash Climer
Corbin Cromer Davis
Devine Fanning Gambrell
Garrett Goldfinch Grooms
Gustafson Harpootlian Hembree
Hutto Jackson Johnson, Kevin
Johnson, Michael Kimbrell Loftis
Malloy Massey Matthews
McElveen McLeod Peeler
Rankin Reichenbach Rice
Sabb Senn Setzler
Shealy Stephens Talley
Tedder Turner Verdin
Williams Young
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Total--44

NAYS
Total--0

There being no further amendments, the Bill, as amended, was read
the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

POINT OF ORDER

S. 99 -- Senators Campsen and Kimbrell: A BILL TO AMEND THE
SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION
2-19-70, RELATING TO JUDICIAL CANDIDATES SEEKING
PLEDGES FROM MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO
AS TO PROVIDE THAT PLEDGES FOR JUDICIAL CANDIDATES
MAY NOT BE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY SOUGHT OR GIVEN
UNTIL TWELVE DAYS AFTER THE INITIAL RELEASE OF THE
REPORT CONCERNING NOMINEES TO MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 2-19-80,
RELATING TO THE NOMINATION OF QUALIFIED
CANDIDATES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THAT A PERIOD OF AT LEAST TWENTY-TWO DAYS
MUST ELAPSE BETWEEN THE DATE OF THE JUDICIAL MERIT
SELECTION COMMISSION’S INITIAL REPORT OF
NOMINATIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE DATE
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONDUCTS THE ELECTION FOR
THESE JUDGESHIPS.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER
S. 107 -- Senator Campsen: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-36-
2110, RELATING TO THE MAXIMUM SALES TAX, SO AS TO
INCLUDE LIVESTOCK TRAILERS.
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Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

S. 650 -- Senator Hembree: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-150-70,
RELATING TO TEMPORARY REGULATIONS OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA EDUCATION LOTTERY, INITIAL AVAILABILITY OF
TICKETS, AND ALTERNATE USE FOR NONWINNING TICKETS,
SO AS TO ALLOW PAYMENT BY DEBIT CARD; AND BY
ADDING SECTION 59-150-145 SO AS TO EXEMPT CERTAIN
PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION CONCERNING
LOTTERY CLAIMS FROM NONCONSENSUAL DISCLOSURE OR
RELEASE UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, TO
PROVIDE THE LOTTERY COMMISSION MAY DISCLOSE
CERTAIN INFORMATION CONCERNING LOTTERY CLAIMS
WITHOUT CONSENT, AND TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION FOR
PARTICIPANTS IN CERTAIN PROMOTIONS.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

S. 859 -- Senator Davis: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO ENACT THE “STATE
EMPLOYMENT SKILLS BASED HIRING ACT”; BY ADDING
SECTION 8-11-188 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE OFFICE OF HUMAN
RESOURCES TO CONDUCT PERIODIC REVIEWS OF THE
EDUCATIONAL, EXPERIENTIAL, AND TRAINING
REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL EXECUTIVE BRANCH JOBS WITH A
SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON WHETHER A FOUR-YEAR COLLEGE
DEGREE IS NECESSARY, TO PROVIDE THAT THE OFFICE OF
HUMAN RESOURCES SHALL REDUCE THE REQUIREMENTS IN
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE
OFFICE OF HUMAN RESOURCES SHALL REPORT ITS ACTIONS
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PURSUANT TO THIS ACT; AND SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE
FIRST PERIODIC REVIEW SHALL COMMENCE WITHIN NINETY
DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

S. 969 -- Senators Alexander, Peeler, Setzler, K. Johnson and Young:
A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 12-6-1140, RELATING TO DEDUCTIONS
FROM INDIVIDUAL TAXABLE INCOME, SO AS TO INCREASE
THE SUBSISTENCE DEDUCTION AMOUNT FOR CERTAIN PAID
PUBLIC SERVANTS SUCH AS LAW ENFORCEMENT AND
FIREFIGHTERS, AND TO INCREASE THE VOLUNTEER
EXEMPTION AMOUNT FOR CERTAIN UNPAID PUBLIC
SERVANTS SUCH AS LAW ENFORCEMENT AND
FIREFIGHTERS.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

S. 1017 -- Senators M. Johnson, Peeler, Climer and Setzler: A BILL
TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
AMENDING SECTION 12-37-220, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX
EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE EXEMPTION FOR
CERTAIN PROPERTY OF A NONPROFIT HOUSING
CORPORATION ONLY APPLIES TO THE PERCENTAGE OF
PROPERTY THAT EQUALS THE CORPORATION’S OWNERSHIP
INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY, TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION,
AND TO PROVIDE CERTAIN CERTIFICATION AND NOTICE
REQUIREMENTS; AND BY ADDING SECTION 12-37-160 SO AS
TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY ASSESSED AS
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AGRICULTURAL OR RELATED THERETO MAY NOT BE
ANNEXED BY A MUNICIPALITY.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

S. 1021 -- Senator Davis: A BILL TO EXTEND THE PROVISIONS
OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA ABANDONED BUILDINGS
REVITALIZATION ACT TO 2035; AND TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-67-140,
RELATING TO THE ABANDONED BUILDINGS TAX CREDIT, SO
AS TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF THE MAXIMUM TAX
CREDIT THAT MAY BE EARNED.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER
S. 1047 -- Senator Hutto: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-53-610,
RELATING TO DENMARK TECHNICAL COLLEGE AREA
COMMISSION MEMBERS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE
MANNER BY WHICH COMMISSIONERS ARE APPOINTED
SHALL BE BY APPOINTMENT OF THE GOVERNOR UPON THE
RECOMMENDATION OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING ALLENDALE,

BAMBERG, AND BARNWELL COUNTIES.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.
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POINT OF ORDER

S. 1117 -- Family and Veterans' Services Committee: A JOINT
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, RELATING TO
WILDERNESS THERAPEUTIC CAMPS FOR CHILDREN,
DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 5232,
PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23,
TITLE 1 OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the
Resolution had not been on the desks of the members at least one day

prior to second reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

H. 3121 -- Reps. Hyde, Carter, B. Newton, Neese, T. Moore, Pope,
Bauer, Davis, M.M. Smith, Willis, Brewer, Robbins, Felder, Stavrinakis,
Wetmore and Caskey: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA
CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 12-6-3810 SO AS TO
PROVIDE FOR AN INCOME TAX CREDIT TO A PROPERTY
OWNER WHO ENCUMBERS HIS PROPERTY WITH A
PERPETUAL RECREATIONAL TRAIL EASEMENT.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

H. 3295 -- Reps. Collins, Erickson, Bradley and Alexander: A BILL
TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY
ADDING SECTION 59-1-210 SO AS TO PROVIDE NECESSARY
DEFINITIONS; BY ADDING SECTION 59-39-290 SO AS TO
DIRECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO ADOPT,
ESTABLISH, AND PROMULGATE NECESSARY RULES AND
REGULATIONS; BY ADDING SECTION 59-19-360 SO AS TO
PROVIDE A PROCESS FOR THE EXEMPTION OF
COMPETENCY-BASED SCHOOLS FROM CERTAIN
APPLICABLE LAWS AND REGULATIONS, TO PROVIDE
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REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPLEMENTING COMPETENCY-BASED
EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS, AND TO PROVIDE RELATED
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION AND THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION;
BY AMENDING SECTION 59-1-425, RELATING TO THE
STATUTORY ANNUAL SCHOOL CALENDAR, SO AS TO MAKE
CONFORMING CHANGES; AND BY AMENDING SECTION
59-39-100, RELATING TO REQUIRED UNITS FOR A HIGH
SCHOOL DIPLOMA, SO AS TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

H. 3309 -- Reps. Gilliam, Pope, Erickson, Bradley, Davis, Caskey and
M.M. Smith: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE
OF LAWS BY ENACTING THE “SEIZURE SAFE SCHOOLS ACT”
BY ADDING SECTION 59-63-97 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF SEIZURE ACTION PLANS IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, AND TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCH
PLANS AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION, AMONG OTHER
THINGS.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

H. 3608 -- Reps. Hixon, Bailey and Brittain: A BILL TO AMEND
THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING
SECTION 12-39-260, RELATING TO RECORDS OF SALES OR
CONVEYANCES AND RESULTING CHANGES IN DUPLICATES
AND ENDORSEMENT OF DEEDS BY AUDITORS, SO AS TO
PROVIDE GUIDELINES FOR THE RECORDS OF COUNTY REAL
PROPERTY SALES AND TO REMOVE COUNTY AUDITOR FEES;
BY AMENDING SECTION 30-5-120, RELATING TO THE
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VALIDATION OF CERTAIN CONVEYANCES NOT ENDORSED
BY A COUNTY AUDITOR, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ANY
CONVEYANCE MEETING THE STATUTORY PREREQUISITES
FOR RECORDING ARE VALID AND BINDING; BY REPEALING
SECTION 30-5-80 RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENT OF THE
AUDITOR’S ENDORSEMENT BEFORE THE RECORDATION OF
DEEDS; AND BY REPEALING SECTION 8-21-130 RELATING TO
FEES COLLECTED BY COUNTY AUDITORS FOR AN
ENDORSEMENT ON A DEED.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER
H. 3811 -- Rep. Elliott: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-6-3585,
RELATING TO THE INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP FUND TAX
CREDIT, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR AN INCREASE IN THE
AGGREGATE CREDIT FROM NINE MILLION TO TWELVE
MILLION DOLLARS FOR TAX YEARS AFTER 2022.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER
H. 3880 -- Reps. M.M. Smith, Herbkersman, Davis, Elliott, B.J. Cox,
B.L. Cox and Pace: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA
CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 12-21-2420,
RELATING TO THE ADMISSIONS TAX, SO AS TO PROVIDE
THAT NO TAX MAY BE CHARGED OR COLLECTED ON
ANNUAL OR MONTHLY DUES PAID TO A GOLF CLUB.
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Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

H. 4376 -- Reps. B.J. Cox, M.M. Smith, Caskey, T. Moore, Wooten,
J.L. Johnson, Davis, Sessions, Guffey, Ligon, O'Neal, Pope, Hart and J.
Moore: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF
LAWS BY AMENDING SECTIONS 25-12-10, 25-12-30, AND
25-12-50, ALL RELATING TO THE DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED
HUMAN REMAINS OF A DECEASED VETERAN, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THAT THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 25
ALSO APPLY TO THE DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED HUMAN
REMAINS OF A DECEASED VETERAN AND TO PROVIDE THAT
THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 12, TITLE 25 ARE MANDATORY
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; AND BY AMENDING
SECTION 17-5-590, RELATING TO THE DISPOSITION OF
REMAINS OF UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODIES, SO AS TO
REQUIRE CORONERS TO RELEASE CERTAIN HUMAN
REMAINS THAT HAVE BEEN DETERMINED TO BE THOSE OF
AN UNCLAIMED DECEASED VETERAN TO A FUNERAL HOME,
FUNERAL  ESTABLISHMENT, OR MORTUARY FOR
DISPOSITION PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 12, TITLE 25.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER
H. 4720 -- Rep. Bannister: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE
FOR THE CONTINUING AUTHORITY TO PAY THE EXPENSES
OF STATE GOVERNMENT IF THE 2024-2025 FISCAL YEAR
BEGINS WITHOUT A GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR
THAT YEAR IN EFFECT, AND TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS.
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Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the
Resolution had not been on the desks of the members at least one day
prior to second reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

POINT OF ORDER

H. 4957 -- Reps. Hiott, Erickson, G.M. Smith, Hayes, McGinnis,
Rose, Elliott, Alexander, Schuessler, Calhoon, M.M. Smith, Davis, T.
Moore, B. Newton, Neese, Oremus, Hixon, Taylor, Guest, Sessions,
Guffey, Ballentine, Pope, Willis, Bannister, Kirby, Henegan, Hartnett,
Williams, Gilliard and Rivers: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH
CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59-158-
10, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS CONCERNING
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETES' COMPENSATION FOR NAME,
IMAGE, OR LIKENESS, SO AS TO REVISE SEVERAL
DEFINITIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-158-20, RELATING
TO THE AUTHORIZATION OF COMPENSATION FOR USE OF AN
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETE’S NAME, IMAGE, OR LIKENESS,
SO AS TO DELETE EXISTING LANGUAGE AND PROVIDE
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING AND CERTAIN AGENTS
OF THE INSTITUTIONS MAY ENGAGE IN CERTAIN ACTIONS
THAT MAY ENABLE INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETES TO EARN
COMPENSATION FOR USE OF THE NAME, IMAGE, OR
LIKENESS OF THE ATHLETE, AND TO PROVIDE THE
INSTITUTIONS ALSO MAY PERMIT INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETES TO USE TRADEMARKS AND FACILITIES OF THE
INSTITUTION, AMONG OTHER THINGS; BY AMENDING
SECTION 59-158-30, RELATING TO THE AFFECTS OF NAME,
IMAGE, AND LIKENESS COMPENSATION ON GRANT-IN-AID
OR ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY, SO AS TO DELETE EXISTING
LANGUAGE AND PROVIDE NAME, IMAGE, OR LIKENESS
CONTRACTS MAY NOT EXTEND BEYOND THE
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETE'S ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE
IN AN INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS PROGRAM AT AN
INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING; BY AMENDING
SECTION  59-158-40, RELATING TO ALLOWED AND
PROHIBITED ACTIONS CONCERNING INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETES> NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS-RELATED
MATTERS, SO AS TO DELETE EXISTING LANGUAGE AND
PROVIDE LIMITATIONS ON LIABILITY FOR INSTITUTION OF
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HIGHER LEARNING EMPLOYEES FOR DAMAGES RESULTING
FROM  CERTAIN ROUTINE DECISIONS MADE IN
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS, AND TO PROHIBIT CERTAIN
CONDUCT BY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATIONS, ATHLETIC
CONFERENCES, OR OTHER GROUPS WITH AUTHORITY OVER
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC PROGRAMS AT PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING; BY AMENDING
SECTION 59-158-50, RELATING TO GOOD ACADEMIC
STANDING REQUIRED FOR PARTICIPATION IN NAME, IMAGE,
AND LIKENESS ACTIVITIES, SO AS TO DELETE EXISTING
PROVISIONS AND PROVIDE CERTAIN MATTERS
CONCERNING NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS AGREEMENTS
MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED PUBLIC RECORDS SUBJECT TO AN
EXCEPTION AND MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED TO CERTAIN
ENTITIES; BY AMENDING SECTION 59-158-60, RELATING TO
DISCLOSURE OF NAME, IMAGE, OR LIKENESS CONTRACTS
AND THIRD-PARTY ADMINISTRATORS, SO AS TO DELETE
EXISTING LANGUAGE AND PROVIDE FOR THE RESOLUTION
OF CONFLICTS BETWEEN CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT
AND PROVISIONS IN THE UNIFORM ATHLETE AGENTS ACT
OF 2018, AND TO PROVIDE ATHLETE AGENTS SHALL COMPLY
WITH CERTAIN FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS; BY AMENDING
SECTION 59-102-20, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS IN THE
UNIFORM ATHLETE AGENTS ACT OF 2018, SO AS TO REVISE
THE DEFINITION OF “ATHLETE AGENT”; BY AMENDING
SECTION 59-102-100, RELATING TO AGENCY CONTRACTS, SO
AS TO REMOVE A PROVISION CONCERNING COMPENSATION;
BY REPEALING SECTION 59-158-70 RELATING TO
DISCLOSURES AND LIMITATIONS IN NAME, IMAGE, OR
LIKENESS CONTRACTS AND REVOCATION PERIODS FOR
SUCH CONTRACTS; AND BY REPEALING SECTION 59-158-80
RELATING TO GOVERNING LAW AND FEDERAL
COMPLIANCE CONTRACTS.

Point of Order
Senator CORBIN raised a Point of Order under Rule 39 that the Bill
had not been on the desks of the members at least one day prior to second
reading.
The PRESIDENT sustained the Point of Order.

41



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2024

ADOPTED
S. 988 -- Senator Shealy: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
AUTHORIZE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY PALMETTO
GIRLS STATE TO USE THE CHAMBERS OF THE SOUTH
CAROLINA SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON
FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2024.
The Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.

S. 1037 -- Senators Adams and Grooms: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF ROYLE ROAD IN
BERKELEY COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH UNITED
STATES HIGHWAY 17A/NORTH MAIN STREET TO ITS
INTERSECTION WITH TREELAND DRIVE “WADE ARNETTE
ROAD” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS
ALONG THIS PORTION OF ROADWAY CONTAINING THESE
WORDS.

The Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.

S. 1041 -- Senator Grooms: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO
REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NAME THE PORTION OF US HIGHWAY 17A IN BERKELEY
COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH HARRISTOWN
ROAD TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH HOODTOWN ROAD “REV.
LARRY A. BRADBERRY HIGHWAY” AND ERECT
APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT THIS LOCATION
CONTAINING THE DESIGNATION.

The Resolution was adopted, ordered sent to the House.

H. 4608 -- Reps. Hayes and Atkinson: A CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION NAME THE BRIDGE THAT CROSSES THE
LUMBER RIVER ALONG UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 76 AND
SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 9 AT THE BORDER OF MARION
AND HORRY COUNTIES “PLAN LANNEAU ELVINGTON, SR.
MEMORIAL BRIDGE” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR
MARKERS AT THIS LOCATION CONTAINING THESE WORDS.

The Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.
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THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING
BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE
MOTION PERIOD.

MOTION ADOPTED
At 12:40 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to
dispense with the balance of the Motion Period.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE SPECIAL ORDERS.

DEBATE INTERRUPTED

S. 1046 -- Senators Hembree, Climer, M. Johnson, Peeler, Corbin,
Cromer, Shealy, Grooms, Bennett, Gambrell, Loftis, Rice, Gustafson,
Martin, Verdin, Turner, Kimbrell, Reichenbach, Cash, Harpootlian,
McLeod and Fanning: A BILL TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA
CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 2-19-10, RELATING
TO JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION,
APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS, AND TERMS, SO AS TO
PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF JUDICIAL MERIT
SELECTION COMMISSION MEMBERS, INITIAL TERMS, AND
SUBSEQUENT TERMS, TO AMEND THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE
COMMISSION, TO PROVIDE THAT, EXCEPT THOSE FIRST
APPOINTED, THE MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE SENATE
PRESIDENT, THE SENATE JUDICIARY CHAIRMAN, THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, AND THE HOUSE JUDICIARY
CHAIRMAN SHALL SERVE AN INITIAL TERM OF TWO YEARS,
AND TO PROVIDE THAT NO NOMINEE MAY BE A FAMILY
MEMBER OF A CURRENT MEMBER OF THE JUDICIAL MERIT
SELECTION COMMISSION; BY ADDING SECTION 2-19-15 SO AS
TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF AN EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR AND PROFESSIONAL STAFF; BY AMENDING
SECTION 2-19-20, RELATING TO INVESTIGATION BY
COMMISSION AND PUBLICATION OF VACANCIES, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THE CRITERIA FOR THE QUALIFICATION OF
JUDICIAL CANDIDATES; BY AMENDING SECTION 2-19-30,
RELATING TO HEARINGS AND EXECUTIVE SESSION, SO AS
TO REQUIRE ALL PUBLIC HEARINGS BE LIVE STREAMED; BY
AMENDING SECTION 2-19-70, RELATING TO THE
PROHIBITION AGAINST DUAL OFFICES, PRIVILEGES OF THE
FLOOR, AND PLEDGES, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN
FLOOR PRIVILEGES AND PROHIBITIONS FOR CANDIDATES
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AND ESTABLISHING SET TIMES FOR THE RELEASE OF
REPORTS AND THE SEEKING OF PLEDGES AND TO PROVIDE
THAT THE FORMAL RELEASE OF THE REPORT OF
QUALIFICATIONS SHALL OCCUR NO EARLIER THAN TWELVE
DAYS AFTER NOMINEES HAVE BEEN RELEASED TO
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; BY AMENDING
SECTION 2-19-80, RELATING TO NOMINATION OF QUALIFIED
CANDIDATES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SO AS TO
PROVIDE THAT ALL QUALIFIED CANDIDATES SHALL BE
RELEASED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY; BY AMENDING
SECTION 2-19-90, RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN JOINT SESSION, SO AS TO PROVIDE
THAT A CANDIDATE MUST RECEIVE A MAJORITY VOTE OF
EACH HOUSE; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 22-1-10,
RELATING TO APPOINTMENT, TERMS AND TERRITORIAL
JURISDICTION, TRAINING, AND CERTIFICATION OR
RECERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE
THAT THE GOVERNOR SHALL RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM THE FULL LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION OF THE
COUNTY THE MAGISTRATE WILL SERVE.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being
the second reading of the Bill.

Senator HEMBREE explained the Bill.

Motion Adopted
Senator TALLEY asked unanimous consent to proceed to
Amendment No. 1

Amendment No. 1

Senator TALLEY proposed the following amendment (SJ-
1046.PB0007S), which was carried over:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking the bill in its entirety
and inserting therein the following:

Amend the bill, as and if amended, by adding appropriately numbered
SECTIONS to read:
SECTION X. Section 2-19-10(D) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

(D) The term of office of a member of the commission whe-is-net-a
member-of the-General- Assembly-shall be for four years subject to a right
of removal at any time by the person appointing him, and until his
successor is appointed and qualifies. -A-member-ofthe-commission-whe

44



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2024

-Beginning in 2025, the members
appointed to the commission shall serve no more than two
nonconsecutive four-year terms provided that a period of four years
separates each term.

SECTION X. Section 2-19-20 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

Section 2-19-20. (A) It is the responsibility of the Judicial Merit
Selection Commission to determine when judicial vacancies are to occur
in the administrative law-jadge-division court and on the family court,
circuit court, court of appeals, or Supreme Court and to expeditiously
investigate in advance the qualifications of those who seek nomination.
For purposes of this chapter, a vacancy is created in the administrative
law—judge-division_court or on the family court, circuit court, court of
appeals, or Supreme Court when any of the following occurs: a term
expires; a new judicial position is created; or a judge can no longer
serve due to resignation, retirement, disciplinary action, disability, or
death.

(B) The commission, upon receiving notice of a judicial vacancy,
ascertaining that a judicial vacancy shall occur, or receiving the decision
of an incumbent judge regarding his seeking re-election, shall notify the
Supreme Court of the vacancy for publication in the advance sheets
provided by the Clerk of the Supreme Court atJeast-thirtydays-prior to
closing applications for the vacancy. The commission shall, if
practicable, also notify the South Carolina Bar, other professional legal
organizations it considers appropriate, and each newspaper of this State
with daily circulation of the vacancy at least thirty days prior to closing
applications for the vacancy. This notice must include, but not be limited
to, the judicial office in which the vacancy occurs, the address to which,
and the date by which interested candidates may apply.

(C) The Judicial Merit Selection Commission shall announce and
publicize vacancies and forthcoming vacancies in the administrative law
fadge-divisien court, on the family court, circuit court, court of appeals,
and Supreme Court. A person who desires to be considered for
nomination as justice or judge may make application to the commission.
Ne-Except for candidates for an at-large circuit court judge position, no
person may concurrently seek more than one judicial vacancy. A
candidate for an at-large circuit court position does not designate a
particular seat but is considered for all at-large circuit court positions
available. The commission shall announce the names of all those persons
who have applied_for all available judicial positions.
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(D) Any person wishing to seek a judicial office, which is elected by
the General Assembly, shall file a notice of intention to seek the office
with the Judicial Merit Selection Commission. Upen—receipt—of-the

filing a notice of intention, the Judicial Merit Selection Commission shall

provide the candidate with an application package that must be returned
to the commission by the deadline in order for the candidate to be
considered for a judicial position.

SECTION X. Chapter 19, Title 2 of the S.C. Code is amended by
adding:

Section 2-19-23. (A) Within two business days after the deadline for
receiving the candidates’ application packages, the Judicial Merit
Selection Commission must send to the Governor to review and evaluate
the packages of all candidates except incumbent justice or judge
candidates seeking re-election.

(B) Upon receiving the application packages, the Governor is
authorized to investigate and obtain information relative to any candidate
for an administrative law judgeship or a family court, circuit court, court
of appeals, or Supreme Court judgeship from any state agency or other
group including, but not limited to, court administration and any law
enforcement agency, to the extent permitted by law. The agencies shall,
upon request, cooperate fully with the Governor.

(C) To aid in the investigation of candidates, the Governor may
appoint an Advisory Council on Judicial Selection. In making
appointments to the Council, the Governor is encouraged to consider:

(1) race, gender, national origin, and other demographic factors to
ensure nondiscrimination to the greatest extent possible as to all
segments of the population of the State;

(2) experience with or understanding of the state judicial system,
including the Supreme Court, court of appeals, circuit court, family
court, master-in-equity, and administrative law court;

(3) representatives from each of the judicial circuits;

(4) recommendations from:

(a) the Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court;
(b) the South Carolina Association of Justice;

(c) the South Carolina Defense Trial Lawyers Association;
(d) the South Carolina Public Defenders Association;
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(e) the South Carolina Prosecution Coordination Commission;
and

(f) the South Carolina Chapter of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers.

(D) Investigations and consideration of the Governor and the Advisory
Council on Judicial Selection should include, but are not limited to, the
following areas:

(1) constitutional qualifications;

(2) ethical fitness;

(3) professional and academic ability;
(4) character;

(5) reputation;

(6) physical health;

(7) mental stability;

(8) experience; and

(9) judicial temperament.

(E) In making recommendations concerning the candidates, race,
gender, national origin, and other demographic factors should be
considered by the Governor and the Advisory Council on Judicial
Selection to ensure nondiscrimination to the greatest extent possible as
to all segments of the population of the State.

(F) After receipt of the candidates’ application packages, the Governor
has forty-five days to consider the candidates’ qualifications and to send
to the Judicial Merit Selection Commission a report recommending up
to five candidates for each judicial position. In his report, the Governor
may recommend or not recommend a candidate for a judicial position.

(G)(1) If, within the forty-five-day period, the Governor recommends
less than five candidates for a judicial position, he must indicate the
reason for returning fewer than five candidates. If the Governor does not
recommend a candidate for a judicial position, he must include that
information in his report to the Judicial Merit Selection Commission.

(2) If, within the forty-five-day period, the Governor makes no
recommendations for a particular judicial position, all the candidates for
that position must be considered by the Judicial Merit Selection
Commission.

SECTION X. Section 2-19-25 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

Section 2-19-25. FheUpon receipt of the Governor’s
recommendations, the Judicial Merit Selection Commission is
authorized to investigate and obtain information relative to any candidate
for an administrative law judgeship or a family court, circuit court, court
of appeals, or Supreme Court judgeship from any state agency or other

47



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2024

group including, but not limited to, court administration and any law
enforcement agency, to the extent permitted by law. The agencies shall
upon request, cooperate fully with the commission. The chairman of the
commission shall notify the president of the South Carolina Bar of the
judgeships to be filled and of the candidates for those judgeships no later
than four weeks before the scheduled date for the public hearing. The
chairman of the commission shall also request the South Carolina Bar to
offer the commission an assessment of each candidate's qualifications for
the judgeship sought, and the date by which the assessment must be
returned to the commission. This assessment must specify the bar's
finding as to whether each candidate is qualified or unqualified for the
judgeship sought and the reasons for that finding. The commission may
receive the bar's assessment in that form and at that time it desires but
shall attach the assessments to its findings of fact in such form as the
commission considers appropriate. Failure of the bar to return the
assessment by the date requested is not a ground for delaying the
applicable hearings or election.

The commission may utilize anonymous surveys from the
membership of the South Carolina Bar and the Clerks of Court
concerning each candidate. The commission must not find a candidate
qualified or unqualified solely on the basis of anonymous surveys.
Anonymous surveys must be used to indicate a pattern of actions by a
candidate.

SECTION X. Chapter 19, Title 2 of the S.C. Code is amended by
adding:

Section 2-19-27. (A) Investigations and findings concerning an
incumbent justice or judge candidate seeking re-election are conducted
only by the Judicial Merit Selection Commission.

(B) If an incumbent justice or judge is found unqualified and other
candidates for the incumbent justice or judge’s position have been found
qualified, an election may be held for the qualified candidates. If the
incumbent justice or judge found unqualified is the only candidate for
the position, the provisions of Section 2-19-80(C) apply.

Amend the bill further, by striking SECTION 2 and inserting:
SECTION X. Section 2-19-80 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

Section 2-19-80. (A) The commission shall make nominations to the
General Assembly of candidates and their qualifications for election to
the Supreme Court, court of appeals, circuit court, family court, and the
administrative law jadge-divisioncourt. It shall review the qualifications
of all apphieantscandidates recommended by the Governor for a judicial
office and, if the Governor makes no recommendations for a judicial
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position, all the candidates for that position. seleet-therefrom—and-The
commission shall submit to the General Assembly the names and
qualifications of the—threeup to five candidates whom it eensiders
bestfinds qualified for the judicial office under consideration. If fewer
than threefive persons apply to fill a vacancy or if the commission
concludes there are fewer than threefive candidates qualified for a
vacancy, it shall submit to the General Assembly only the names and
qualifications of those who are considered to be qualified, with a written
explanation for submitting fewer than threefive names.

(B) The nominations of the commission for any judgeship are binding
on the General Assembly, and it shall not elect a person not nominated
by the commission. Nothing shall prevent the General Assembly from
rejecting all persons nominated. In this event, the commission shall
submit another group of names and qualifications for that position.
Further nominations in the manner required by this chapter must be made
until the office is filled.

(O)(1) If the commission does not find the incumbent justice or judge
qualified for the judicial office held and sought, his name shall not be
submitted to the General Assembly for re-election and upon expiration
of his then current term of office, he shall cease serving in that judicial
position.

(2) If the commission finds an incumbent judge not qualified for the
office sought, or if an incumbent judge dies, withdraws, or becomes
otherwise disqualified for the office sought between the time he makes
application for the office and the date of the election therefor, the election
for the office may not be held at that scheduled time, and the commission
shall proceed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter to make
other nominations for the office as though a new vacancy without an
incumbent exists in that office, including reopening the application
process with all required notices. Nothing prevents the commission from
including in its new nominations the names and qualifications of persons
other than the incumbent judge it included in its previous nominations.

(3) If the commission finds unqualified all the candidates
recommended by the Governor for a judicial position, the election for
the office may not be held at that scheduled time, and the commission
shall proceed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter to reopen
the application process with all required notices.

(D) The commission shall accompany its nominations to the General
Assembly with reports or recommendations as to the qualifications of
particular candidates.
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(E) A period of at least twe—weekstwenty-two days must elapse
between the date of the commission's initial report of nominations to the
General Assembly and the date the General Assembly conducts the
election for these judgeships.

SECTION X. Section 2-19-90 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

Section 2-19-90. The General Assembly shall meet in joint session for
the election of judges. The date and time for the joint session shall be
set by concurrent resolution upon the recommendation of the Judicial
Merit Selection Commission. The Chairman of the Judicial Merit
Selection Commission shall announce the commission's nominees for
each judicial race, and no further nominating or seconding speeches shall
be allowed by members of the General Assembly. In order to be elected,
a candidate must receive a majority of the vote of the members of the
General-AssemblyHouse of Representatives and a majority vote of the
members of the Senate voting in joint session.

SECTION X. The provisions of this act are declared by the General
Assembly to be nonseverable, and if any portion of this act is declared
by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, unconstitutional,
unenforceable, or unlawful, the remaining provisions are declared to be
null and void.

SECTION 3. This act takes effect January 1, 2025, and is applicable
to judicial screenings starting after January 1, 2025.

Renumber sections to conform.

Amend title to conform.

Senator TALLEY explained the amendment.
On motion of Senator TALLEY, the amendment was carried over.

The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment (SJ-
1046.PB0003S):

Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 2, Section 2-19-10, by
striking the last undesignated paragraph and inserting:

All appointees, except for the one provided in item (6), must be
members of the South Carolina Bar and in good standing. Appointees
made pursuant to items (2) and (3) may not be current members of the
South Carolina General Assembly.

Amend the bill further, SECTION 3, by striking Section 2-19-10(D)
and inserting:

(D) The term of office of a member of the commission whe-is-net-a
member-of-the-General-Assembly shall be for four years, except those
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first appointed, the members appointed by the Senate President, the
Senate Judiciary Chairman, the Speaker of the House, and the House
Judiciary Chairman shall serve an initial term of two years. Members
may serve two non-consecutive terms provided a period of four years
separates each term. Those initially appointed for a two-year term may
serve one consecutive four-year term and a non-consecutive four-year
term provided a period of four years has expired from previous service.

serve-for-the term-of office to-which-he has-been-—elected:

Amend the bill further, SECTION 4, by striking Section 2-19-
10(G)(1) and (2) and inserting:

(1) No member of the Judicial Merit Selection Commission is eligible
for nomination and appointment as a judge or justice of the state court
system or administrative law jadge-divistercourt while serving on the
commission and for a period of ene-yeartwo years thereafter; and

(2) If a candidate is a family member of a current Judicial Merit
Selection Commission member, the member must resign his position on
the commission. Family member is defined for the purpose of this
section as a spouse, parent, brother, sister, child, mother-in-law, father-
in-law, son-in-law. daughter-in-law, brother-in-law. sister-in-law,
grandparent, or grandchild.

Amend the bill further, SECTION 6, by striking Section 2-19-20(D)
and inserting:

(D) Any person wishing to seek a judicial office, which is elected by
the General Assembly, shall file a notice of intention to seek the office
with the Judicial Merit Selection Commission. Upon receipt of the
notice of intention, the commission shall begin to conduct the
investigation of the candidate as it considers appropriate and may in the
investigation utilize the services of any agency of state government. This
agency shall, upon request, cooperate fully with the commission._The
investigation must include the South Carolina Bar assessment of the
candidate, the Citizens Committee assessment of the candidate, and
public testimony from any witness appearing before the commission.
The commission may consider other information provided by any agency
of state government, but such information shall be provided to the
candidate seeking office at least forty-eight hours prior to a public
hearing and it must be described during a public hearing. The

commission must not utilize anonymous surveys sent to members of the
South Carolina Bar.
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Amend the bill further, SECTION 12, Section 2-19-80, by striking
Section 2-19-80(A) and inserting:

(A) The commission shall make nominations to the General Assembly
of candidates and their qualifications for election to the Supreme Court,
court of appeals, circuit court, family court, and the administrative law
judge-divistoncourt. It shall review the qualifications of all applicants
for a judicial office and select therefrom and submit to the General
Assembly the names and qualifications of the-threeall candidates whom
it considers best-qualified for the judicial office under consideration.—3H

fewer-than-three—persons-apply-to-fill-a—vacaney-orif the-commission

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

Senator MASSEY spoke on the Bill.
Debate was interrupted by adjournment.

Motion Adopted
On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed that if and when
the Senate stands adjourned Tuesday, March 5, 2024, that it will adjourn
to meet Wednesday, March 6, 2024, at 11:00 A.M.

Motion Adopted
On motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate agreed to stand adjourned.

MOTION ADOPTED
On motion of Senator SHEALY, with unanimous consent, the
Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mrs. Tara
Outlaw Spires of West Columbia, S.C. For years, Tara was an active
member at Dunns’ Chapel Church and in the South Congaree
community. Tara was a loving wife, devoted mother and doting
grandmother who will be dearly missed.
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ADJOURNMENT
At 1:25 P.M., on motion of Senator MASSEY, the Senate adjourned
to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the
purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have
previously received unanimous consent to be taken up.

k %k 3k
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